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Owen Cooper, Yazoo City 


Layman,LeadsConvention 


PHILADELPHIA (BP) — Owen 
Cooper, an industrialist from Yazoo 
‘City, Miss., was elected president of 
Baptist 


Cooper, president of the Mississippi 


the greater involvement of laymen 
the denomination,” he said. He cited 


He started out by predicting that 


laymen. will be highly involved in the 
next upsurge:.of Christianity, 
will 


and 
become much more active in his 


aig ~~ 


the efforts to involve laymen of the 


By Roy Jennings 
PHILADELPHIA -(BP) — Declining 
to move to a more conservative theo 


Jogical stance, Southern Baptists re 


jected a motion to withdraw a 12-vol 
ume Bible commentary, elected a Mis- 
sissippi layman president, approved a 
record $33 million dollar budget and 
spoke out on 22 issues. 

Between lengthy business sessions 
of the three - day meeting at Conven- 


—tion Hall, the-13,000-messengers from 


50 states heard challenges from a bat- 


_ tery of speakers which included Evan- 


gelist Billy Graham, Baptist astronaut 
James Irwin, SBC President Carl 


¢Bates, former American Baptist Con- 


‘vention president Roger L. Fredrik- 
son, Houston pastor E. Hermond 
Westmoreland, and Philadelphia pas- 
tor Leon Sullivan. 

For even more variety the messen- 


gers viewed spectacular presentations 


on home and foreign missions and 
on the history of the Baptist move- 
ment from early developments in the 
city where it met. 

Messengers offered 29 resolutions 
on a plethora of subjects. The con- 
vention accepted 22, combining them 
into 15 position statements. 

The adopted statements were on 
anti - semitism, offensive movies and 
television programs, religious liberty, 
right of dissent, world péace, Chris- 
tian commitment, prayer for astro- 
nauts, alcohol and drugs, welfare, 
prayer for Chinese Christians, tax re- 
form, and Christian citizenship. 

The ngers. defeated a u- 

rs. defeated = resolu. 
—stance on conscientious™ ang 
tabled another on amnesty. They qual- 
ified. the resolution on world peace 
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qualified, but that he was bringing a 
commitment and a will to fulfill the 
objectives of the convention. He is 
the outgoing chairman of the SBC 
Executive Committee. 

Cooper said he believes in the in- 
spfration of the Bible but not the in- 
spiration of any commentaries. He 
advised Southern Baptists to read™ 
commentaries with an open mind. - 

The 1973 budget totaled $33,042,- 
506, up almost $2 million from, the 
previous year. It included ~ 14 
funds of $31,826,184, with the remain- 
der in capital needs. 

Messengers approved 15 recommen- 
dations of their Executive Committee, 
including holding the 1977 convention 
in Memphis, Tenn.; on June 14 - 16, 
but balked at absorbing the Steward- 


“ship Commission into the Executive 


‘Committee. 

Supporters of the recommendation 
said they wanted to put the agency 
under the Executive Committee to re- 
duce competition for operating mon- 
ies among agencies. 

Program changes broadening the 
missions assignment of the SBC 
Brotherhood Commission and defining 
the service role of the Radio and Tele- 
vision Commission were accepted 
without debate. 

Three bylaw changes designed to 
improve the transaction of business 
by messengers within the structure of 
the convention were approved. 

The bylaw which drew the most 


Convention Refuses To Withdraw Bible — 
Commentary-Acts On Numerous Matters 


debate called for..a_two - thirds vote 
by messengers before a motion teal- 
ing with the internal 2ffairs of an 
agency could be considered at the 
same convention. Opposition spokes- 
men thought two - thirds was too 
harsh and proposed a simple major- 
ity. 

~Keenest debate at the convention 
centered.on a proposal by Gwin Turn- 
er, a Los Angeles pastor, to withdraw 
the 12-volume Broadman Bible Com- 
mentary, select new writers, and re- _ 
write it from a more conservative © 
theological viewpoint. 

Turfier said the commentary was 
out of harmony with the spirit and let- 
ter of the statement of Baptist Faith 
and Message approved at the 1963 
meeting of Southern Baptists_in St. 
Louis. 

Acknowledging the conimentaries 
had much good material, Turner said 
some writers have attributed error 
to the Bible. He cited a half dozen 
references which he said documented 
his claim. 

The proposal lost after former SBC 
president Herschel H. Hobbs, pastor 
of First Baptist Church of Oklahoma 
City, claimed Turner had overlooked 
the preamble to the statement of 7 
faith which identifies the contents as 
merely a guideline. 

“No man alive today could write a 
commentary on the Bible with which 
all Southern Baptists would agree en- 
tirely,” Hobbs said. He contended 


- Southern Baptists Sill Conservative. 
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Turner’s request sought to make a 
creed out of the statement of faith. 
Pointing to the preamble dealing 
with safeguarding the individual con- 
science, Hobbs contended there was 
more to Turner’s request than a set 
of books. . 
“This motion strikes at the very 
heart of basic principles dear to every » 
“Baptist heart,” “said obbs, who 
served as chairman of the committee 
which drafted the 1963 statement. : 
A plea for messengers to put aside 
theological debate -in deference to the 
spiritual welfare of people was 
summed up ‘the presidential address 
of Carl E. Bates of Charlotte, ‘N. C. 
Bates, pastor of First Baptist 
Church, reminded messengers de- 
termined to have theological and ec- 
clesiastical sameness in the denomi- | 
nation that they had two choices, join 
another denomination or deny basic 
democratic principles to fellow Bap- 
tists. 
Categorizing denominational work- 
ers theologically, Bates put them 
right of center in Christendom and 
declared “it would be wrong to try 
to commit our agencies to either ex- 
treme.” 
While the convention drew about 
13,050 messengers, far below the re- 
cord of 16,678 in New Orleans, 1969, 
more than 14,000 persons filled every 
seat and stood in the doors to hear 
Graham call them to a renewed faith 
(Continued On Page 2) 


and Coastal Chemical Corps., a’ far- 
mer’s cooperative fertilizer group, de- 


feated James Coggin of Fort Worth in Home Mission Board, the 
Mission Board,and the Sunday School 


Travis Avenue Baptist Church, Fort Board. * 


a runoff election. Coggin is pastor of 


Worth. 

The ymessengers selected Cooper, 
outgoing chairman of the SBC Execu- 
tive Committee, from among five 
nominees to serve for the one-year 
term. 

Cooper will take over the denomina- 
tional reins from Carl Bates, pastor 
of First Baptist Church in Charlotte, 
N. C., at the close of the annual 
meeting of the Convention Thursday. 

In his first news conference, Cooper, 


expressed his views on a wide range ~ 


of topics ranging from abortion to the 
inspiration of the Bible. 
5 ' 


Banish Moral Blight 


In America-Graham. 


PHILADEPHIA, June 7.—:Evan- 
_ gelist Billy Graham called on South- 


ern Baptists here Wednesday night to 
light a candle which will banish moral 
and spiritual blight«in America and 
roll back racism and social injustice. 

When Graham stood to address 
Southern Baptist Convention messen- 
gers, he was blinded by a lightning 


Graham Coming to Jackson 
Billy Graham, who has been invited 
to return to Jackson for a Crusade by 
a group of Jackson religious and civic 
leaders, told Purser Hewitt, the exec- 


ufive editor of The Jackson Clarion-_ 


Ledger in Philadelphia last week that 
he had decided to accept the invitation. 

While no date was set, Dr. Graham 
said in the Clarion-Ledger story sev- 
eral days ago that it would be in 


about two years. 


galaxy of flashbulbs syncopated by 
shutter clicks. ‘ 

A packed house of more than 14,000 
gaye their fellow Baptist a standing 
ovation while Graham quipped, ‘You 
should shoot a man before he gets 
up. It’ll be too late when. he starts.” 

Then, immediately serious, he re- 
ported that a man armed with a hand 
grenade had been discovered near 
Vice President Spiro Agnew. *Shoot- 
ing is a serious matter in this coun- 
try.”’ 

Quipping again he added, “That's 
why I go abroad as much as possible. 


SBC Brotherhood Commission, 


now underway among the agencies.” 


Southern Baptist Convention and the 
American Baptist Convention looked 
dim to the new president. 


two denominations will come togeth- 
er. But I don’t have the longest range 
of vision into the future. I do see a 
time when we will be working togeth- 
er in'more programs. 


th with an amendment stating the war 
e 


Foreign and self government of the South 
Vietnamese are attained and Ameri- 
can prisoners of war are-released. 
In a resolution on ending the war 
in Indochina, the messengers urged 
_the_reallocation of military _expendi- 
tures into humanitarian projects. 
Owen Cooper, an industrialist from 
Yazoo City, Miss., was the first lay- 
men messenger named to head the 
11.8 million member denomination 
‘since 1959 and the fifth since 1900. 
Cooper, president of Mississippi 
Chemical Corp., a fertilizer manufac- 
turing firm, defeated James Coggin. 


“My role is to support these efforts 


Theapossibility of a merger of the 


“T do not foresee the day when the 


Asked about liberalism in the SBC, 


Cooper quipped that he would like to pastor of Travis Avenue Baptist 
: (Continued On Page 2) Chureh of Fort Worth, Tex., in a run 
at off. 


Coggin was elected first vice-presi- 
dent and G. W. Bullard of Philadel- - 
phia, superintendent of missions for 
the Delaware Valley Baptist Associa- 
tion, second vice - president. 

In an interview shortly after his 
‘election, Cooper predicted laymen 
would be highly involved in the next 
upsurge of Christianity. 

The Christian witness will find 
greater reception in the non - religious 
community’ if lay people are a part 
of it, Cooper said. 

Commenting on his selection as 


I’m afraid somebody will take me for 
a politictan:™ 


should end only when independence , 


(While this is the editor’s evaluation report on 
the convention, he does expect*to write some oth- 
er interpretative comments later. They will ap- 
pear in-subsequent-issues.) _ 

Much Baptist history is written in the~annals 
of the City of Brotherly Love, Philadelphia. Pa. 
Pa. It is a record with some conflicts, but with 
greater achievements. 

Southern Baptists added to that history last 
week, when’ they assembled in the city for the 
first time. Their presence followed the pattern of 
the past. They experienced some conflict, but 
were greater in their accomplishments. 

Tragically, however, interpreters may make 
more .of the conflicts, than of the accomplish- 
ments, and in so doing will lose sight of the fact 
that the first Southern Baptist convention ever 
held in the state of Pennsylvania actually was a 
good meeting, and well may go down in history 
as a great one. 

The main conflict came over the Broadman / 
Commentary, although there also were some 
minor skirmishes. The latter, however, were not 
unusual, since Southern Baptists seldom have a 
meeting without some debate. The commentary 
-threatened to be a serious issue. It has caused 

sharp division in the annual meeting for the past 
two years. y 
-Many Southern Baptists are convinced that 


the commentary, and especially when it designed 
that set to be a scholarly set, presenting ,a‘ the- 
ological view which is not acceptable to a great 
percentage, and probably the majority, of-South- 
ern Baptists. oe fon 

The issue came to a head in Denver when 
the_-messengers—voted_to_request_that_ Volume I 
of the set be rewritten from a more conservative 
point of view. The Board is now carrying out that 
request, and the commentary on the book of 
Genesis is in the process of being rewritten. 

Some of our fellowship, however, felt that oth- 
er sections of the commentary were equally un- 
acceptable, and announced ‘several weeks ago 
that a move would be made at.the Philadelphia 
meeting to recall the entire commentary, and to 
instruct the Sunday School Board to set in mo- 
tion plans for writing a new one projected from 
the conservative point of view. 

When this announcement was released to the 
press, and in material mailed to the preachers, 
strong opposition arose, especially from much of 
the denominational press, and it quickly became 
evident that the move would be.soundly defeated. 

That is exactly what happened, for when the 
issue was raised in the first business session on 
Tuesday, and set for discussion later in the day, 
it was handled quickly, and overwhelmingly de- 
feated. The vote was at least three to one, and 


With this opener, the famed evan- 
gelist swept the whole crowd into his 
amen corner, alternately sermonizing, 
admonishing, and entertaining with 
ready wit. 

In the challenge to messengers to 
the annual meeting of the 11.8 million 


“fiember denomination, Graham also 


pointed to the need for a renewed 
faith in the Scriptures and a new ded- 
ication to missions and evangelism. 

Central theme: of the address was 
the need for individuals, churches, 
and denominations — Southern Bap- 
tists in particular — to “go to the 
mountain”’ for spiritual renewal with 
God, and ‘‘return'to the valley’’ with 
a disciplined sharing of faith to end 
the problems of mankind. 

He ad-~>fitshed the Baptists to re- 
main flexible, open to new methods, 
sensitive to leading of the Holy Spirit, 


appreciative of the moving of -God - 


among young people, and aware of 
the reality of the devil in the world. 
“It is easy for those of us who 
speak of God often not to experience 
God afresh. Spiritual dryness can set 
in so that while we continue to go 
through the motions of our religious 
life, there is no feeling present. The 


world in which Christ has called us . 


to live and minister and witness is 

one that drains us of spiritual energy 
, and leaves us feeling empty.” 

Reminding that churches also need 

a fresh experience with God, Graham 
~ «Continued on page 5) 


president, Cooper said he didn’t know 
that a person can come to the job 


the Sunday School Board erred when it projected 


(Continued on Page-4) 


~—~——he--has. 


as” free life and find real freedom under 


_ Graham said he felt Southern Bap- 
tists need a fresh experience with 


God, a sensitivity to the problems of 


men, and to move out to the world in 
the power of faith. : 3 

In a news conference Graham dealt 
with a variety of subjects, while re- 
affirming his high regard for Presi- 
dent Richard Nixon. 

Graham called Nixon an effective, 
dynamic president who is doing some 
courageous things many other presi- 
dents weren't able to do. 

The evangelist expressed opposition 
to abortion, except in the cases of rape 
and when the health of the mother is 
‘involved. He also opposed anti- 
semitism, but added this statement: 


“Some rabbis are disturbed, and 
maybe. confused, by the number of 
young people accepting Jesus and re- 
taining Judaism. A vacuum has de- 
veloped in the Jewish community 
and the young people are turning to 
Jesus.” 

_On alcohol, Graham said he was “a 
teétotaler in America because alcohol 
is one of our greatest problems. 

“I’m absolutely conviticed that Je- 
sus drank wine — and that may shock 
some Baptists. I don’t think the Bible 
teaches total abstinance.”’ : 

Astronaut Irwin, who replaced Pres- 
ident Nixon on the program, told of 
experiencing God‘on the moon during 

_his Apollo 15 trip and of his ‘plans to 
enter full time religious work now that 
from the space pro- 
gram. 

Irwin said astronauts have received 
an overwhelming amount of mail sup- 
port for their expressions of Christian 
testimony. : 

In the annual sermon which key- 
_noted the convention, E. Hermond 
Westmoreland, minister-at-large of 
South Main Baptist Church of Hous- 
ton, urged Southern Baptists to reas- 
sess the value they place on a care- 


the divine discipline of Jesus Christ. 

“The only freedom worth having is 
the’ freedom which Christ offers. It is 
freedom under his yoke and under his 
divine discipline.’’ 

Messengers asked Dotson M. Nel- 
son, pastor of Mountainbrook Baptist 
Church’ of Birmingham, Ala., to 
preach the annual sermon at the next 
- meeting in Portland, Ore. Alternate 
preacher is Charles Trenthartr of First 
Baptist Church,- Knoxville, Tenn. 

Fredrikson, a leading American 
Baptist exponent of evangelism from 
Sioux Falls, S. D., cautioned Southern 

Baptists to:expect a radical shakeup 
Pe x nat W en , they _redis- 


The radical claims of Christ will 
turn away those persons who have 
come to be entertained, to get free 
bread, or to become a part of a re- 
spectable club, he predicted. 

Roger L. Fredrikson, a pastor, said 
Jesus is inviting Southern Baptists_to 
proc! 
the black - jacketed bike gang, the 
cocktail party at the country club, the 
meeting at city hall, and at the high 
school basketball game. 

Leon Sullivan, pastor of the 6,000- 
member Zion Baptist Church of Phila- 
delphia, called on Southern Baptists 
to help halt the downslide of »reac- 
tion_which is dividing white-and black 
people. 

“Black parents must quit teaching 
white hatred to their children, and 
white parents must cease instructing 
their children in white supremacy,” 

Sullivan said. 

The black minister asked for sup- 
port of a black self-improvement or- 
ganization, Opportunities Industrial- 
ization Center (OIC), of which he is 
founder and chairman. 

Messengers received reports from 
20 agencies and organizations, includ- 
ing the Brotherhood Commission 
which featured an account by James 
Rowles Jr., a Hickory, N. C., pastor, 
about a couple from his church who 

——were shot to death recently.while try- 
ing to minister to a young prisoner. 

In his first appearance as the new 
executive secretary of the missions 
agency for men and boys, Glendon 
McCullough disclosed he plans to lead 
the agency in exciting and innovative 


the gospel in- the -worid—-of— 


directions. 


“I'd rather have a short, exciting 
time ‘than a dull, long one. Nothing 
else will challenge our three million 
laymen.” ; 


During the annual report of the Sun- 
day School Board James .L. Sullivan, 
executive secretary, announced he 
was changing the title of his doctrinal 
eader, to manuscript analyst to de- 
scribe the assignment more ac- 
curately. 

In other action, the messengers re- 


W. A. Criswell, pastor of First ~ 


Church, Dallas, delivered the 


fused to order the Baptist 
their monthly erage for 
and other church 5 workers, 
print a special article 
denomination’s point of view of 
cal inerrancy, by a competent con 
servative scholar. ‘ 
The meSsengers asked the 
tive Committee to consider a 
to reschedule the annual 
when more laymen could attend, 
The Executive Committee also 
instructed to consider upgrading 


Home Mission Board’s Evengellay 


7 


keyiote address —of—ttie 84th ___ 


Woman's Missionary Union Con- 
vention in Philadelphia. Criswell, 
past president of the Southern 
Baptist Convention, spoke’ on 
“Freedom's Holy Light.” 


~ 


Cauthen, 


Dr. Baker James 
executive secretary, Foreign 
Mission Board, addresses the 
Convention. 


er 


(Continued From Page 1) 
Stand_—_a-——Southern-Baptist- 
beside some liberals‘of, other denomi- 
nations and see how liberal that South- 
ern Baptist really looked. 

“T do not think the Southern Baptist 
Convention is in any danger of being 
overcome by liberalism in the classic 
sense,’ he added. 

He said he did not favor the with- 
drawal of the Broadman Bible Com- 
mentary. The previous day, the con- 
vention defeated a motion that-would 
have recalled the 12 - volume set be- 
cause it was allegedly out of harmony 
with the views of most Baptists. 

Cooper said he believed in the in- 
spiration of the scriptures, but not 
the inspiration of any commentaries. 
Such commentaries should be read 
with an open mind, he said. ‘I’m not 


Astronaut James Irwin was - 
one of the major speakers. 


_. James Lackey, director, Stew- 
ardship Commission; SBC, re- 
ports to the Convention: 


afraid of ideas different from mine.” , 


tion, Cooper replied this way: ‘The 
population explosion is hanging over 
our heads a potential disaster f ar 
greater than all the atomic bombs 
put together. I believe the emphasis 
should be on_ prevention of -con- 
ceptior.”’ 

Saying he was against abortion on 
demand,-Cooper added he felt the New 
York abortion law is too liberal, al- 
lowing abortion ‘up to 24 weeks after 
conception. He expressed ‘“‘very grave 
doubts” about abortion when life in 
the fetus is clearly established. 

He supported a resolution that was 
adopted by the Southern Baptist Con- 
vention last year in St. Louis which 
favored abortion in cases of “rape, 
incest, clear evidence of severe fetal 


BMC BIBLE CONFERENCE CANCELLED 


Plans for a Bible Conference on the campus of Blue Mountain College, 
July 10-14, have been cancelled, according to Dr. W. Douglas Hudgins, 


Executive Secretary-Treasurer. 


Unanticipated difficulties and -confticts-on-the—part-of—pastors—in_the 
northern section of the state made the decision necessary, Dr. sparse 


added. 


Superintendents of missions in that area and those who had pre- 


registered have been notified and arrangements with the college have been 


terminated. 


viding certain literature to mission 


churches. 
Proposals to chanse the name of 


the SoutherpeBaptist Convention and 


to revise the election-procedure for 


president and vice - president were 
ruled out of order, because of an in- 
advertent parliamentary error. . Both 
involved constitutional changes and 
needed to be considered before the 
last day of the convention. 
Messengers re-elected three Nash- 


Dr. Brooks Wester, pastor, 
First, Hattiesburg, introduces 
one of the recommendations of 
the Executive Committee, SBC, 
of which he is a member. 


Behind The Microphone. 


deformity and carefully ascertained 


to the emotional, mental and ph y- 
sical health of the mother.” 

Asked if he supported a resolution 
introduced the previous day on the 
Vietnam war, Cooper replied: ‘‘This 
convention is in,order to speak on any 
subject it wants to. Whether I thought 
it should or not, they’d go ahead and 
do what they ‘wanted anyway.”’ 

He took a firm stand on airline hi- 
jacking, saying ‘“‘piracy has reared its 
ugly hedd’”’ and “the only way to deal 
with piracy is to act firmly on it.” 
He opposed in principle those coun- 
tries which openly welcome skyjack- 
ers who endanger the lives of 375 peo- 
ple. 

Cooper said he supported a motion 
made the previous day proposing 
that the SBC President serve a single 
one - year term and the vice presi- 
dent become president - elect. A pres- 
ident could serve two years with ef- 
fectiveness under such a system, he 
said. 

On the possibility of a denomination- 


_al_name—change,-Cooper_said_he _be- 
_ lieved the issue was dead for a rea- 


sonable length of time but that it 

could revive from time to time. © 
Cooper said he favored equal op- 

portunities for blacks and “followed 


asked Mrs. Ned King of Dallas, Tex., 


to serve another one-year term as 


E. Hermon Westmorelari, pas- 
tor emeritus of South M.ains 
Church, Houston, preached the 
Convention sermon. He was at 
one time pastor in Leland, Miss. 


that practice at his company. When 


-iacks--become—more~-numerous” as 


members of Southern Baptist church- 
es, he said he felt attention should be 
given to creating employment for 
them in the denomination. 

“They should be considered for any 
job without regard to bias or color,” 
he said. 

Cooper saw a need for more young 
people to participate in the activities 
of the denomination but was skeptical 
of a dramatic transition because of 
structure. 


” 


here Wednesday. 
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Convention 


News Briefs’ 


PHILADELPHIA, June 7 — Seven- 
teen exhibits among the 58 on display 
at the Southern Baptist -Cgnvention 
here were commended by the. Baptist 
Public Relations Association. Exhibits 
were judged in categories according 
to cost and were rated on the basis of 
attention command, imagination, 


theme application, and educational 
value, said Catherine Allen, past pres- 
ident of the organization. Winners in 
the least expensive category were 
first. place, Seminary Extension De- 
partment; second, Home Mission 
Board interfaith witness department; 
third, Sunday School Board People, to 
People Project. In the second most 
inexpensive category winners were 
first, Union University, second, Home 
Mission Board church extension de- 
partment; third, (tie) Ouachita Bap- 
tist University and Stewardship Com- 
mission. The third category winners 
were first, Brotherhood Commission; 
second, Radio and Television Com- 
mission; and third, administrative 
services section of the Baptist Sun- 
day School Board church administra- 


tion department. Winners in the most 


expensive category of exhibits were 


‘first, Home Mission Board; second, 


the six seminaries; and third, Foreign 
Mission Board. 


PHILADELPHIA; June 7 — John 
W. Dowdy Jr. of Kansas City, Mo. 
was elected president of the Midwest- 
ern Baptist Theological Seminary 
Alumni Association at .a luncheon 
Wednesday at Hotel Sheraton. Other 
officers chosen were John Hackworth, 
Bolivar, -Mo., vice-president and Rob- 
ert Perry, Excelsior Springs, Mo., 
secretary. The luncheon program, 
which was a tribute to retiring presi- 
dent Millard J. Berquist, included 
testimonies from Midwestern gradu- 
ates who spoke of their appreciation 
the seminary’s first president. 


PHILADELPHIA, June 7 — Stewart 
B. Simms, pastor of First Baptist 
Church of Greer, S. C., was elected 
chairman of the Executive Committee 
of the Southern Baptist Convention 

Simms _ succeeds 
wm, Yaz00 City, Miss., 
is. named president of 

; eday. 


PHILADELPHIA, June 6 — James 
L. Pleitz, pastor of the First Baptist 
Church of Pensacola, Fla., was elect- 


ed—president--of—the—trustees—of—the-——— 


Radio and Television Commission 
Tuesday at the agency’s luncheon 
meeting here. 


‘“‘When you begin making room for 
the young people and the women, the 
older people are crowded out and 
they don’t like it. 

“However, I noticed a very large 
number of young people introducing 
resolutions yesterday at the Conven- 
tion.’’ ‘ 


cs * 


BAPTIST “SUMMIT”, Four Baptist presidents are caught by the camera at 
the Philadelphia_Civic Center. They are (from left), Mrs. R. L. Mathis, 
president of Women’s Missionary Union Carl Bates, outgoing president of the 
Southern Baptist Convention V. Carney Hargroves, president of the Baptist 
World Alliance and Joe Burnette, president of the Religious Education Con- 
ference. They met just prior to the opening session of the 84th annual meet- 


ing of WMU. 


WMU Illuminates Missions; Re-Elects Mrs. Mathis President 


PHILADELPHIA (BP) — Southern 
Baptist women flashed a new light on 
world-wide Christian missions at the 
annual meeting of the Woman's Mis- 
sionary Union here prior to the South- 
ern Baptist Convention. 

Speakers include Astronaut James 
Irwin, Quaker philosopher Elton True- 
-lood, former SBC President W. A. 
Criswell and a battery of mis- 
sionaries. : 

The women elected Mrs. R. L. Math- 
is, Waco, Tex., to a fourth term as 
president. Mrs. Roy Snider, Camden, 
Ark., was re-elected secretary. 

For the first time in its 84-year his- 
tory, WMU not only considered mis- 
“sions at home and around the world, 
but also learned of the effect of moon 
exploration on missions. 

Irwin, a Baptist layman from Hous- 
ton related his counter with God while 
on the moon as Apollo 15 lunar module 
pilot and his experiences since which 


have made him an apostle of mis- 
sions. 


¥ 


Irwin will quit the space program 
August 1 to enter full time religious 
work. 

“I now see my mission as one of 
sharing not only the scientific discov- 
eries caused by space travel but the 
need for man to live on the space- 
ship called earth in peace. Jesus 
Christ is the Prince of Peace. He, 
shows us the way to live. He is the 
only hope for peace in this weary 
land.” 

In his address on the opening night 
of the two-day meeting, Irwin gave a 
personal testimony: of his moon flight. 

“The thing that thrilled me most 
was that I could feel God’s presence 
on the moon. When we faced unex. 
pected problems, I prayed to him and 
the answer came. 

“I came back.stronger in my faith,” 
he’ said in a second address. ‘‘I have 
been able to tell people that I felt the 
power of their prayers on the moon, 
I believe that prayer has a unifying 
effect upon all mankind. I have found 
that man’s faith strengthens immeas. - 
urably as he witnesses to others.” 

‘Since his return, Irwin has distrip. 
uted Bibles in communist’ countries, 


spoken in churches, led his parents to 
be baptized and participated in a 
number of special religious meetings. 
Irwin presented the WMU a Chris- 
tian flag which went to the moon on 
an Apollo flight in gratitude for the 
WMU’s “‘great work of projecting the 
holy light throughout the world.” 
Theme for the WMU sessions was 
“Freedom’s Holy Light.’’ The first 
session drew a throne of 7,000. 
Trueblood, of Richmond, Ind... sin- 
gled out missions as the greatest 
Christian idea of the .twentieth cen- 


“ae called the Southern Baptist de- 
nomination the most famous. mission- 
on this continent and urged 
ts to go a step further. 
sions,” he stid. “You have to be mis- 
sions,” he said. “‘You have to mis- 
sionaries yourselves. The church 
should be a society of missionaries. 
If the Southern Baptist Convention, 
with its great heritage of missions, 
would take the next step — that of 
believing that“allare called and all 
are involved in missions—we would 
bring in a new Christian era.” 
Missionary James F. McKinley Jr., 


who recently returned to the United_ 
States from Bangladesh, unraveled 


the ordeal of his family during the ~+~ 


Bengali war for independence. 

The McKinleys and their four chil- 
dren were among the Americans to 
weather the hostilities in Bangladesh. 
They were under fire for several 
months. 

McKinley, told of his children ask- 
ing, “Daddy, are you afraid?” His 
reply was, ‘‘Yes, but I believe that 
God will take care of us.” 

Another missionary under fire who 
reported at the WMuU meeting was a 
missionary doctor, Roy McGlamery of 
Gaza. 

Though a fellow missionary, Mavis 
Pate, was fatally shot recently as she 
passed through a’ terrorist area, Mc- 
Glamery said Séuttrern- Baptists have 
no thoughts of pulling their medical 
ministries out of the Middle East. 

Home missionaries fielded three 
panels of workers in northeast United 
States who are conducting a variety 
of innovative ministries, 

James Wright, who works with 
street gangs in Waterbury, Conn., 
told the women, “the ghetto is the 


most open place to the gospel you 
can find today.’’ 

Robert Fling, Westchester, N. Y., 
drew a picture of multi - racial, multi- 
lingual congregations. His 68-member 
church conducts ministries to the deaf 
and teaches English to more than 40 
Japanese. 

Paul Glenn of Johnstown, Pa., told 
of rock bands and telephone-teletype 
communications networks for in- 
terpretation. ‘ 

Samuel Simpson of the, Bronx’ in 
New York described church - backed 
security patrols sanitation campaigns, 
and efforts for urban renewal. 

Eight other northeast missionaries 
also revealed approaches for reaching 
ethnic groups and for working with 
people of other faiths. 

Criswell, pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Dallas, urged Baptists to con- 
tinue to shed “‘holy light” around the 
world by sending missionaries and by 
combating communism. 

Mission action, the Southern Baptist 
program of’ Christian-ministries to 
persons of special need and circum- 
stances, drew much attention from 
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By Theo Sommerkamp * ”° 
PHILADELPHIA (BP)—About 5,000 
delegates to the Southern Baptist 
Pastors’ here were fed a 
wide v: of specialties cooked up 
by evangelists and other ministers 
during a ‘Banquet of Preaching.” 

Speakers concentrated on the’ cen- 
trality of the Bible, the approach of 
the- Second Coming, the reliance on 
the Holy Spirit, and the need to stay 
on the main road that has made 
Southern Baptists the nation’s largest 
Protestant denomination. 

Latter day soul food consisted of a 
vivid description of the Jesus Move- 
ment by an estblishment pastor and 
a rousing revival .message by the 
youth evangelist whose ministry last 
year helped lead 23,000 teen-agers to 
confession of faith in Christ. 

A dash of spice was added by an 
evangelist who unexpectedly accused 
some professors, evidently in Baptist 
educational institutions, of using ‘‘aca- 
demic freedom” to hide beliefs that 
run counter to Baptist doctrine: He 
predicted their ouster. 

The “cooks” who served their spe- 
cial dishes ranged in age from the 
mid-20’s to the mid-80's. If applause 
was the measuring stick, the audience 
found the meal to their liking. 

Outgoing conference president, John 
Bisagno, pastor of First Baptist 


Church, Houston, said he invited 
preachers and evangelists to speak 
and ‘‘turned them loose’’ with no as- 
signed theme. i 

Conference participants showed ap- 
proval of the fare by electing two 
speakers, Vander Warner and Frank 
D. Minton, as officers. 

Warner, pastor of Grove Avenue 
Baptist Church, Richmond, succeeded 
Bisagno as president, and Minton, 
pastor of Tower Grove Baptist 
Church, St. Louis, was namied vice 
president. , 

James L. Pleitz, pastor of First 
Baptist Church, Pensacola, Fla., was 
elected. secretary-treasurer. 

Evangelist Jarry- Autrey of Hous- 
ton, during a discourse on the Bible as 
the seat of authority, unexpectedly 
launched into.a brief assault on the 
professors. - a 

Autrey is the son of C. E. Autrey, 
former Southern Baptist Convention 
director of evangelism and a former 
professor of evangelism at Southwest- 
ern Baptist Theological Seminary, Ft. 
Worth... 

Without’ naming people or institu- 
tions, Autrey said he didn’t believe in 
academic freedom and accused some 
professors of using it to cover non- 
Baptist dectrines they espoused. 

“Sometime we're going to find the 
way to remove people from our insti- 
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Ministers’ Divorce Rate 


PHILADELPHIA (BP) — The di- 
vorce rate among ministers and their 
wives is increasing at an alarming 
rate, marriage counselor Donald 
Moore of Wake Forest, NoGS told a 
luncheon meeting for Southern Baptist 
ministers’ wives. : 

“The divorce rate in the United 
States is 41 per cent. This does not 
spare ministers and their wives. More 
and more ministers’ families are 
breaking up,’’ said Moore, director of 
counseling and associate professor of 
pastoral care at Southeastern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Wake Forest. 

“The minister spends an average of 
25 hours per week with his family. 
That’s less than one-fourth of his 
waking hours. Those who have chil- 


WMU officers: are shown at the close of the. morn- 
ing session, Academy of Music. Left to right are 
Miss Alma Hunt, executive secretary, WMU, SBC: 
Mrs. R. L. Mathis of Waco, Texas, re®lected to a 
third term as president of Woman's Missionary 
Union, SBC; and Mrs. Roy Snider of Camden, Ark., 
fe-glected secretary. Members at large on the WMU 
Executive Board are Mrs. Huber Drumwright of 
Fort Worth gs Mrs. Edward Byrd of Florence, S. C 


dren spend the same amount of time 
at home as childless couples or those 
whose children have already left 
home. This seems strange to me when 
you consider the Christian concept of 
the family,’’ Moore told the women. 

“The man who is indispensable too 
many hours a week may be playing 


God more than he should,’’ Moore 
said. 
Moore attributes the increase in 


marital difficulties.to a decline in un- 
derstanding between married partners 
and a loss of determination to stay 
married. 

“There is also a development of an 
unrealistic view of love and marriage. 
On television there are less than 26 
minutes to meet, fall in love, and get 
married,’’ he remarked. 


iy 
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Pastors Devour “Banquet’ 


tutions who don’t believe the Bible,” 
he declared. 

Charles D. Graves, pastor of Nichols 
Hills Baptist Church, Oklahoma City, 
said Baptist belief in the inspiration 
of the Bible is one reason Southern 
Baptists continue to prosper when 
many other denominations have de- 
clined. ; 

James E. Coggin, pastor of Travis 
Avenue Baptist Church, Ft, Worth, 
said the Holy Spirit must empower 
those who preach, Minton said some 
of the old, mainline denominations 
failed when they departed from an 
evangelist approach. He said South- 
ern Baptists must not stray from the 
proven way of evangelistic preaching 
and personal, door-to-door witnessing. 

Jess C. Moody, pastor of First Bap> 
tist Church, West Palm Beach, Fla., 
told fellow pastors they have to take 
the Jesus Movement seriously. 
Churches must guide it and help fi- 
nance it “to Keep it on a New Testa 
ment course,”’ he said. 

The youngest speaker, 25-year-old 
Richard Hogue of Houston, said 
America’s youth generation has tried 
out everything at least once, including 
sex, Satan cults, and drugs. 

“In this crazy generation, isn’t it a 
miracle they’re now trying Jesus?” 

Final address of the one-day con- 
ference was brought by R. G. Lee of 
Memphis, Tenn., 85-year-old former 
SBC president. 

Lee mapped the “‘highway to havoc” 
as lined with wickedness, criminality, 
abuse of sex, booze, materialism, god- 
lessness, infidelity, modernism and 
neglect of the Bible. 


- ___He said, on the other —hand;—the— 
* highway to heaven has no roadside 


saloons, gambling casinos, X-rated 
movie theaters, burlesque shows, 
dance halls, red light districts and 
pornography book stores. 


Baptist Men Named 


._To Jamaican Senate 


d 


New Officers Elected 


New officers, Religious Education Association, SBC, 
left to right are: John K. Durst of S. C., president; 
Luke Williams, Texas, president-elect; Robert Ful- 
bright, Nashville, vice-president; William E. Young, 
Nashville, secretary-treasurer. ~ on 


KINGSTON, Jamaica (BP) — Two 
Baptists have been sworn into the 
Jamaican Senate here, and one was 
elected Senate president. » 

The two are C. S. Reid, president 
of the Jamaica Baptist Union and pas- 
tor of Calvary Baptist Church, Monte- 
go Bay, and A. G. R. Byfield, an edu- 
cator and a deacon of the Jonestown 
Baptist Church. 


State People Prominent-At Philadelphia Meetings 


no Mississippian was scheduled to 
speak on the program of the Southern 
Baptist’ Convention in Philadelphia 
last week, Mississippians were quite 
prominent in the proceedings of the 
body before adjournament on Thurs- 
day night. 

Owen Cooper, well - known Missis- 
sippi Baptist layman and industfialist 


> “from Yazoo City, was elected presi- 


dent of the Convention, the first time 
a Mississippian has ever been so hon- 
ored and the first time a layman has 
been elected to the presidency since 
Brooks Hays served in 1958 - 59. 

Mr. Cagper was nominated by 
Jerry Clower, another Yazoo City 


Moore listed mismanagement of 
available money, inlaws who become 
outlaws, sex, disagreement on the dis-. 
cipline of children, laziness; recrea 
tion, and religion as reasons given for 
divorce. 

‘‘Many pastors’ wives ask me ‘Do ! 
have to go to church every time the 
door is opened?’ When I tell them 
‘No,’ then they say, ‘Well, I wish you 
would tell my husband that.’ ”’ 

Moore said unfaithfulness is men- 
tioned more and more frequently as 4 
cause of-marital difficulties -amoné 
pastors. ‘‘This includes emotional un- 
faithfulness as well as actual physi- 
cal unfaithfulness.”’ 

“However, these are just symptoms 
of real problems. Down at the grass 
roots the things that really cause the 
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MINISTERS’ 
OFFICERS: 
wives, meeting at the Ukrainian 
Baptist Church in Philadelphia, 
have elected Mrs. Sam Shepard 


tary and Mrs. Claud Bowen as 
Presidéht. Mrs.. James Landers 
of Dallas, vice’ - President, was 
At present for the photo 


Evangelist Billy Graham, Convention 


gether. 


a book. * 


Rev. a 
Mississippians, talk with Dr. Carl 


~Aeyman.and humorist. 
Two former presidents of the Co n- 
vention were natives of the state, al- 
though not listed as being from Mis- 
sissippi at the time they were elected. 
These were Dr. E. Y. Mullins and 
this year’s outgoing president, Dr. 
Carl Bates. 
Mississippians named to Convention 
committees included: the following:~ 
Resolutions, Dr. Brooks Wester, 
pastor First Church, Hattiesburg; 
Committee. on committees, Dr. David 
Grant, pastor of Broadmoor Church, 
Jackson, and Dr. J. T. Stingily, phy- 
sician of Hazlehurst; Committee on 
Boards, Dr. Fuller Saunders, pastor 
ot Woodland ‘Hills Church, Jackson, 


Increases, Women Told 


difficulty are emotional immaturity 
or .unwholesome experiences with 
parents. en 
“The best way to prepare your child 
for marriage and parenthood is to 
show him a good marriage. This real- 
ly needs to start with the grandpar- 
ents, at least one generation ahead. 
So many parents are not showing a 
good example, and the child ends up 
in his own marriage acting out what 
he saw in his parents 25 years ago.” 
Moore urged the Baptist women to 
remember _they_are women and wives 
first, and ministers’ wives sécond 
Elected officers for next year were 
Mrs. Roy Babb of Nashville, Tenn., 
president; Mrs. James Landes of Dal- 
las, vice president; and Mrs. Charles 
Jolly of Madison, N. J., secretary. 


ELECT 
ministers’ 


WIVES 
SBC 


left) as corresponding secre- 


‘ 


er, Yazoo City, newly elected Convention pres 


: "ed 
Rev. Dan Morton, pastor of First, Indianola, buys 


nd Mrs. Sollie Smith of Bogalusa 


Mississippi, outgoing SBC president. 


~Setninary; 


-Eonvention 


New officers for the coming year elected at t 
Owen Cooper, Mississippi, president; 


were, from left: 
W. Bullard, Pennsylvania, second vice-president. 


vice-president, and G. 


speaker, (left) and Owen Coop- 


Jerry Clower of Yazoo City is 
well known for his records about 
Mississippi. 


tet we seen Mfississippians 


Rev. 


44 
“24 


, La., former 
Bates, native of 


apd._Gene..Triggs, Florence. layman; 
Committee on State Baptist Papers, 
Dr. Joe T. Odle, editor of the Bap- 
tist Record. 

-Mississippians beginning new terms 
or starting as new members of var- 


ious Convention boards were named 
as follows: 
SBC Commission on American 


Dr-Wm.—P....Davis,_Jack- 
son, of the staff of the Mississippi Bap- 
tist Seminary; Brotherhood Commis- 
sion, Dr. John W. Flowers, pastor of 
First Church, Senatobia. 

Owen Cooper, Convention president, 
was re - named to the North Ameri- 
can Baptist Fellowship. 

A resolution on ‘Yielding to the 
Lordship of Christ’? was introduced 
by Rev. Don DeGarmo, pastor of Im- 
manuel Church of Vicksburg. 

A resolution was presented by Rev 


ASUNCION, Paraguay — Five chur- 
ches were received recently into the 
fellowship of the Evangelical Baptist 
of  Paraguayy three of 
them the fruits of Brazilian Baptist 
foreign _ missions. Twenty - one 
churches are now associated with the 
convention. 


SALZBURG, Austria — Fifteen 
young people registered decisions for 
Christ on the closing night of the an- 
nual Austrian Baptist young peoples’ 
meeting here. Youths from Germany, 
Yugoslavia and England joined Aus- 
trians from seven Baptist churches; 
225 young people attended the meet- 
ing. The decisions were made during 
a special service led by Southern Bap- 
tist missionary Bill Wagner and jour- 
neyman Jerry Jones. 


arry Landrum, (right), new pas' 
Baptist Church, Greenville, is seen with Lee Porter, 
of Texas, (center) and Ed Young of South Carolina. 


Rev. Jackie Hamilton, 
New Orleans, and formerly pastor at Quitman, talks 
with Rev. Leon Young, superintendent of missions, 
Lauderdale County. 


he SBC last week in Philadelphia 
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tor of First 


as 


Tor 
left, pastor of Riverside, 


‘Frbticig W!' Vrieten, pastor of Way- 

side ‘Church, Vicksburg on ‘‘Quoting ws 
Portions of the Scripture’ in’ Published 
Literature.” - 

David Grant, Jr., son of Dr. David 
Grant and Mrs. Grant, served as a 
page during the Convention. 

Dr. Roy McGlamery, Southern Bap- 
tist medical missionary to Gaza, for- 
merly of Ripley, but _now on furlough 
and living in Jackson, was a speaker 
on the program of Woman's Mission- 
ary Union. 


BULLETIN 


Stories of the tragic flood disaster in 
Rapid City, South Dakota have creat- 
ed much concern in Mississippi, since 
the John Bakers, and.other members 
of the Northern Plains Convention 
Staff, as well as some of the pastors 
and other people there, are widely 
known ‘in this state. 

We have been unable to make direct 
contact with the city, but have talked 
to other Northern Plains leaders who 
have had,some contact. 

From their reports, evidently all of 
the personnel is safe, the convention 
building was unharmed, and- none of 
the churches were in the flood area 
Apparently the pastors’ and leaders’ 
homes also were spared, although at 
the time of our reports--no one had 
been able to reach the residence of the 
Bakers, so could not report on that. 
The Bakers themselves were enroute 
by car from Philadelphia. Our inform- 
ant stated, however, that he believed 
that their residence was some distance 
ffom the devastated arca 


James Coggif, Texas, 


15, 1972 


(Continued From Page 1) 
may have been as much as four to 
/  . one. rer 
- It is this action, which may be point- 
ed to by some as the most important 
action of the convention, which act- 
ually it was not. It also will be in- 
terpreted as a turn toward liberalism 
by the convention, and this also is not 


; true. 

+ Not Endorsement 
“i While the action sounds like and will 
* be interpreted as am endorsement of 


the commentary by the convention, it 
really was not that. Those who assume 
that, and. base their future; actions up- 
on it, will-be making an error. 

The convention did not endorse a 
commentary, even though the action 
appears to be that. Instead, it simply 
rejected a move to recall that commen- 

after its production had been 
completed, and 
sale, except the one which is being re- 
written. There is a great difference in 
the meaning of these two statements. 
4 If a poll were taken, I am convinced 
that it would be found that the major- 
ity of the messengers have not read 
the commentary. Furthermore, they 
__...- would -neither-endorse nor accept the 
liberal interpretations concerning the 
inspiration, the miracles, etc., in it. 
However, these same messengers 
seemed to feel that since the set had 
been printed, and since nothing print- 
ed by the board ever is endorsed. as 
the official position of the board or of 
the convention, and since the conven- 
tion already had, on two occasions, ex- 
pressed fo the board its displeasure 
concerning liberalism in the publica- 
_tion, that now it was time to forget the 
matter and turn to other things. It evi- 
dently was on this basis, and NOT on 
the approval of the commentary itself, 
that most messengers voted against the 
withdrawal motion. I am convinced 
that this is true; because I personally 
discussed the issue, after the vote, with 
many pastors and leaders from all 
across the convention, and asked the 
uestions, ‘‘Why this vote?” and ‘‘What 


~led me to the above conclusion. 
2 Concern Z 
Of course, some pastors and leaders 
are deeply concerned about what the 
“endorsement’’ interpretation which is 
certain to-comé in some quarters, will 


convention itse 
—— How serious it will be, remains 
to seen. 

It is our own conviction, 
that liberals will gravely«e 


assume that the Philed 


however, 
rr if they 
ia action 


> 


* 


* tist thinking. We think they 
come to a rude awakening. 
At the same time we think that the 
more conservative brethren also will 
—err if they despair because they as- 
sume that the convention has aban- 
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INTERPRETATION OF THE SCRIP- 
TURES by Arthur W. Pink (Baker, 137 pp., 
$4.95). The author was one of the most pro- 
lific Scripture writers who has lived in this 
century, and he has a deep understanding 
of the Bible. In this volume he tells how one 
should study the word and interpret its mes- 
sage. Here one will find the deep things of 
God. Dr. Pink believed that the Bible is the 


quickly will 


Word of God and must be interpreted on that __ 


basis. 


FOR A WORLD LIKE OURS by James L. 
Boyer (Baker, 153 pp., cloth, $3.95; paper, 
$2.95). A commentary on the book of First 
% Corinthians written in—lucid, outlined form. 
The book will prove of value.to the student 
———of the Bible, whether he be scholar or 
average learner. The author is a professor 
of Greek and New Testament at Grace Theo- 
logical Seminary in Winona Lake, Indiana. 


BEYOND DISENCHANTMENT by. Merle 

‘ Allison Johnson (Revell, 123 pp., - $3.50). 

Churches of today face a world of revolt. 

The rebellion reaches even the pew. How 

can the church meet the challenge? The 
author presents an answer. 


CHINA: THE PUZZLE by Stan Mooney- 
ham (World Vision International, 74 pp., 
$.95). The author seeks to put together 
puzzling facts that have been learned con- 
cerning China. The book is profusely illu- 
strated and will be very enlightening to those 

- seeking to understand this nation of mystery. 


THE BOOK OF NUMBERS by Kenneth E. 
Jones (Baker, 90 pp., paper, $1.95). A study 
manual to guide students through the Old 


famed Shield Bible Study series. 
WHEN YOU GRADUATE by Charles L. 
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volumes are now on™ 


gives them a green light'to try to push 
more of their ideas into So’ Bap= 


Testament book of Numbers. One of the 
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Southern Baptists Sull Conservative 


doned the conservative position and 
completely embraced liberalism. This 
simply is not se, as was so clearly evi- 
denced by later actions of the conven- 
tion. Of course there are problems. We 
are a ple with different views, but 
basically, the vast majority of Southern 
Baptists still espouse the middle of the 
road conservatism which long has 
characterized the convention. 
Conservative Resolutions 

The actions of the messengers in 

completely rejecting liberally oriented 

“resolutions such as unilateral with- 
drawal from Vietnam, draft - dodger 
amnesty, and‘ even recognition of the 
right of ‘‘conscientious objection” all 
are proofs that the convention has not 
turned to the left, or toward liberal- 
‘ism. Moreover, the convention did 
adopt resolutions supporting the Presi- 
dent of the United States in his efforts 
to secure a just peace in Vietnam and 
for the world, and other conservative 
resolutions. 

It is our opinion that Sunday School 
Board leaders correctly read the con- 
vention as not being a turn toward the 
left, and that there will be no move 
there to change literature and publica- 
tions in that direction. The Sunda 
School Board has a most difficult tas 
as it seeks to minister to such a broad 
spread of people with differing ideas, 
but leaders assure us that they seek 
to hold to the middle of the road con- 
servatism in which they believe most 
Southern Baptists are found. We are 
convinced that the Philadelphia actions 
will not change their stance. 

Recommendations 

The messengers refused to accept a 
recommendation to dissolve the Stew- 
ardship Commission and place its work 
under the direction of the Executive 
Committee. One explanation of this ac- 
tion appears to be that the messengers 
wanted to see what the ‘Committee of 
Fifteen’’ (An Executive Committee 
special committee ~which is studying 
the whole Southern Baptist organiza- 
tional structure) was~going to do with 
other agencies before voting to elimi- 


. “does it meah?” The answers I received™* nate this one. There may also have 


been some feeling that it had the ap- 
pearance of centralization of power. 
The convention also voted to ask for 
a study of giving the Evangelism Divi- 
sion of the Home Mission Board sep- 
arate status as a convention Commis- 
sion, thus property recognizing the im- 
portance which Southern Baptists give 
to Evangelism.  .. ~ ’ 
Basic Principles 
The messengers warmed to the basic 
Bible based principles and beliefs 
enunciated from time to time by var- 
ious speakers, and loudly appluaded 
Anita Bryant when she said she was 
.proud to be a Baptist because of their 
~—principles;—and—that—she_would leave 


the Baptists should they abandon them. ~ 


The convention did refuse to pass a 
motion left over from last year order- 
ing the editor of a convention publica- 

-tion to print a rebuttal (or’the other 
side) to an article considered by some 


leaving one religion for another, the mes- 
sage of this book is as timely today as it 
was in the first century. The author in dis- 
cussing the epistle to the Hebrews graphical- 
ly reveals the strong arguments used to per- 
suade converts to return to the Jewish fold, 
“extolling the types and shadows of Juda- 
ism, and contrasts them with the far great- 
er brilliance and glory in évery detail of the 
Person and work of the Lord Jesus Christ.’ 


THE WILDERNESS REVOLT by Diane 
Kennedy Pike and R. Scott Kennedy (Dou- 
bleday, 385 pp., $7.95) The subtitle is ‘“‘A 
New View of the Life and Death of Jesus’’ 
, based on the~ideas and notes of the late 
Bishop James A. Pike. The wife-and brother- 

_.__jn-law of the late Bishop Pike have put to- 
gether his materials and writings concern- 
ing.his search for the historical Jesus; This 
is a view of a man who questioned such 
teachers as the Virgin Birth, the bodily res- 
urrection, and many other fundamental 
truths concerning Christ. Rather he saw Je- 
sus as an active revolutionary. Most Chris- 
tians will not agree with the book but it will 
help bring understanding of the ‘“‘liberal’’ 
point of view. 


... WHO IN THE WORLD? by Christians, 
Schipper, and Smedes (Wm. B. Eerdmans, 
163 pp., paper, $1.95) Who is the church of 
Jesus Christ? What should it be? How can it 
realize its true mission? The three authors 
~of this book give some answers to those 
questions,-drawn from the Bible, based par- 


“the way the Truth and the Life.”” The book 
was written in an effort to aid individuals and 
congregations in their efforts to understand 
better who they are and what they ought to be 
doing. 


ABORTION: THE PERSONAL DILEMMA 
by R.-F,_R..,Gardner (Eerdmans, 287 pp., 
$5.95). / Christian gynaecologist examines 
the medical, social, and ‘spiritual issues in- 
volved in the present day problem of abor- 
tion. A careful study of all of the problems 
inVolved inthis tremendous issue. 


THE BOOK OF WITNESSES by David 
Kossoff (St. Martin’s Press, 175 pp., $4.95). 
The- aythor.uses imaginary. persons who 

‘core into contact with Jesus dur- 
ing his lifétime to give an interesting insight 
onto some of the ways that our Lord’s life 
might have affected people. The book is dif- 
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to be liberal. This also may be inter- 
preted as a move to the left when act- 
ually we believe it simply was recogni- 
tion of editorial feedom. 

The convention refused to take ex- 
treme actions in areas of social action, 
and ecumenism was hardly mentioned 
during the meeting. 

The greatest crowd was present to 
hear Southern Baptists’ most famous 
member, Billy Graham, and were 
stirred by his appeal to light the world 
with the truth of the gospel of our Lord. 

The convention cheered when Astro- 
naut James Irwin revealed that his own 
witness to Jesus Christ began only” 
after he became a Southern Baptist. 

Earlier it had heard reports from its 
seminaries that their one purpose was 
to train men ‘“‘ca}led of God” to preach 
the gospel and to minister in the name 
of Christ in today’s needy world. 

The convention closed with a mis- 
sion night, which drew a great crowd to 
see and hear the appeal to witness to 
the salvation that is only in Jesus 
Christ, both in America and in nations 
to the ends of the earth. To see the 
march of the missionaries with the* 
flags of the nation, and to look—upon- 


__the newly appointed missionaries, just qj TACK HAMM 


INTEGRITY STARTS IN THE HOM 


ready to go, is an experience that al- 
ways lifts to high Spiritual levels. 
No Change 

All of these es gga reveal that 
the Southern Baptist Convention has 
not changed, and that it did not take a 
new liberal stance in Philadelphia. 
Rather it seemed to rededicate itself 
to the-same great witness to the Word 
of God and to the Lord Jesus Christ, 
that it has in the past. The one brief 
period of commentary discussion 
seemed to belie that position, but we 
do not believe that it actually revealed 
the true convention spirit. 

If one had attended only the open- 
ing day’s sessions he probably. would 
have felt that a new trend of liberalism 
was rising. Attendance at the Wednes- 
day and Thursday sessions would have 
revealed to him how untrue was that 
assumption. : 

Mississippian President 
Mississippi’s-own Owen Cooper, the 
first Magnolia Stater ever to be elected 
to the office while living in.the state, 
was chosen as president. He also is the 
first layman to be chosen to the office 
since 1960.. 

Those who know,Cooper, realize his 
deep. interest in smigns and in enlist- 
ment of laymen in the active work of 
the church, and believe that the period 
of his leadership of the convention will 
see acceleration of emphasis in those 
areas. 

We predict that the convention will- 
continue’ to march forward like a 
mighty army under the banner of 
Christ, and that its continued emphasis 
will be in the realm of évangelism,— 
missions, and spiritual enlistment and 
growth. 

Southern Baptists are not about to 
abandon those things which have made 
them what they are. ty 


hr 


ferent and certainly presents a new appreaeh— 


to the Bible message. 


THE CHINESE CHURCH THAT~ WILL 
NOT DIE by Mary Wang Gwen and Edward 
England (Tyndale, pocketbook, paperback, 
201 pp., $1.25). A Chinese woman, the daugh- 
ter of a Christian pastor’ in China, tells the 
story of the church in-China and what has 

“ happened to it since the Communism take- 
over. She says that the church in China has 
been silenced, but it is not dead. It will not 

} die. Muchof this story relates to experiences 

* before the Communists forced the church to 
go underground. It is an unforgettable story 
of the power-of Christ in the lives of suffer- 
ing, persecuted people. 

WRITTEN IN BLOOD by Robert E. Cole- 
man (Revell, 128 pp., $3.50) The author is a 
Professor of Evangelism at Asbury Theolog- 
ical Seminary. In this book he discusses the 
Bible’s whole message concerning the blood, 
beginning in the Old Testament and moving 
to the Cross to the. triumphant message of 
the church. He believes that redemption is 
through the blood and shows its necessity in 
God’s redemptive plan. 


FORTY DAYS TILL DAWN by Wesley 
Shrader (Word, 143 pp., $3.95) The author 
uses fiction and imagination to present 
‘‘Memoirs of the Apostle Paul.’”’ It is a fic- 
tional biography of the life of Paul. The forty 
days are the number of days Paul to live 
before being “beheaded after g con- 


ticularly on Christ’s description of him-self as demned to death in his trial in Rome. Dur- 


ing those days he writes his memoirs. While 
many of the things found here are ‘very def- 
intely based upon Scripture, there are somé 
things which had to come from the author's 
imagination. However, the book is enlight- 
ening and is an interesting addition te the 
literature on the Apgstle Paul. 


NIGHT OF PHE-LONG KNIVES and 
other missionary adventure stories by Hugh 
Steven (Regal; 118 pp., pocketbook paper- 
back $1.25) A collection of missionary stor- 
ies from Mexico, South America, Australia 
and other-countries. Thése are brief stories 


and there are numerous illustrations. The, 


book deals with children and the children of 
Wycliffe translator families. 


ONE MOMENT, PLEASE! by Mort Crim 
(Warner Press, paper, 95 cents, 127 pp.) 
Unexpected cameos of everyday life laced 
with wit, insight, and compassion. 4 
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Praises 


Governor And 


Mrs. Waller 


Dear Mr. Odle: 

I would like to reply to the criticism of 
Governor Bill Waller reported in The Bap- 
tist record June 1, 1972. Having been pastor 
of Clear Creek Baptist Church, Oxford, Mis- 
sissippi, Governor Waller’s home church, ! 
am well acquainted with the Waller family. 
My wife and I have eaten in Governor Wall- 
er’s lovely home in Jackson on two occa- 
sions. I know Bill and Carole well, agd my 
personal. opinion of them is of the highest 
esteem. The integrity of their Christian lives 
is above reproach or attack. They are sin- 
cere servants of the Lord and the people of 
Mississippi. 

It is ironic that we seek God’s face in 
earnest prayer for srpiritual leaders, and 
when God gives them, we judge, find fault, 
and criticize. The Gulfport Biloxi Daily Her- 
ald and Rev. Robert Self ‘could do better. 
They could pray for Governor Waller. “T ex- 
hort, therefore, that first of all, supplications, 
prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks 

__he_made for all men, for kings, and for all 
that are in authority. 
This would be better than judgment. 


Rev. Benny H. Garner 


Pleasant Hill Baptist Church 
Duluth, Georgia *.- 


| On The MORAL SCENE... 


NEW YORK (AP)—The Bible has.been 
used by some te comfort the afflicted, but 
now comes ‘‘The Radical Bible’? which aims 
to afflict the comfortable. This pocket-sized 


ble and juxtaposes them with quotations and 
facts from prominent individuals and organ- 
{zations about the problems of the world and 
“its developing nations. ‘‘Thé Radical Bible is 
intended to’confront Americans with the need 
for justice and the importance of meeting 
the demands of the poor countries of the 
world,’”’ says Philip Scharper, editor-in-chief 
of Orbis Books, publishers for the Catholic 
Foreign Mission Society of America at Mary- 
knoll, New. York, which has adapted The 
—Radicat Bibte fron its briginal German ver- = 
sion. The Bible story of the beggar Lazarus 
and the rich man who feasted sumptuously 
is juxtaposed with a quote from a Presbyte- 
rian study that notes, ‘‘The dominantly 
‘white’ nations are those with the most 
‘Christian’ tradition and are most often iden- 
tified with the oppressor and seen 8 the 
enemy of the poor.”’ : 


The -Radical Bible with its select pas- 
sages raises the point that often materialism 
is in conflict with the true Christian values 
of charity and justice. ‘‘Do not be comformed 
to this world but be transformed by the-re- 
newal of your mind, that you may prove 

_what is the will of God, what is good and ac- 
ceptable and pefect,’’ reads a passage from 
Romans. Then, a Catholic archbishop is quot- 
ed in a speech saying, ‘‘What horror has the 
world come to wherrit™ffses ,profit—as the 
prime incentive in human progress and com- 
petition as the supreme law of economics.” 

“Thetheme of The Radical Bible is that 
the real Bible tells us much about justice, 
even more than charity,’ says Scharper, 
“and the United States as one of the major 


powers of the world must bear a heavy're-_, 


sponsibility to assure—justice for all.” ...... 
(The Atlanta Journal, 5-22.73) 
& 


“While opinion is still somewhat divided 
on the extent and method, there is rio ques- 
tion that student participation in governance 
is a fact accomplished in American higher 
education. Students serve effectively on fac- 
ulty committees, and many institutions have 
found it wise to set up formal procedures for 
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A Weman's World Reaches Far 


Beyond the 
Ironing Board 


‘Wilda Fancher 


Last year about this time I wrote a.col- 
umn which began something like, ‘‘Help! 
Somebody left the schoolhouse door open and 
my children got out and came home .. .” 
Many of you identified with the hectic days 
of the ‘“‘Annual .Upheaval’’ involved in re- 
programming family tempers and time for a 
the summer days. : 

This year I have been behind the school 
‘Hooray! 
Somebody left the schoolhouse door open and 
we all came home .. .” 

I had been an adult inside the school 
walls before to help in temporary emer- 
gency situations when other teachers were 
unavailable, but this year I was there know- 
ing it will be a part of my life for a while. 
You~may~be sure -that-summer looks: abit « 


SB 


different when you’re waiting for it from in- ‘at ret 
side. 

Wowever, summer is summer" from eith- E 
er side, and it serves the same purposes if PHILAD 
we can just figure what the purposes are. to the 17t 
For the teacher, at least for this teacher, it’s Southern | 
a time to recharge the patience battery. I —, Associatio: 
kept, hoping my patience and school would of educati 
run out at the same time, but I fear my of speaket 
patience ran out first. ing a two 

~—}--guest-every—family—must-decide what... ss John K. 
summer’s for and then get busy about it. director o 
You'd never guess what one of my main pro- ment of | 
jects is going to be. I’ve decided it’s time Conventior 
the Fancher boys learn to cook-good ,mas- tion’s pres 
culine cooking that can get a boy or a family Burnette, 
along when necessity arises. Baptist Ch 

Considering the rate of my progress Luke W 
when I decided it was time for the Fancher activities 
boys to learn to,housekeep their own_room, Rntarin ‘ 
my upcoming project will take most of the siect 3 
summer, and I’ll still be doing all the, cook- Two vin 
ing next winter. — Address P. O. Box 9151, Roger Sk 
Jackson, Ms. 39206. . Gate Bap 

ri Mill Valle 
student representatives to appear before the bright, -su 
board of trustees. In some rare, instances Seton of 
students have-actually been named to the ment, Bay 
hoard of trustees, with or without a vote; Nashville. 
however, to date there is not a great deal of William 
proof that this latter method is wholly satis- tion supe! 
factory. > 


Bia Board’s 
“There is substantial evidence to indicate —_——_ 
that schools which make it possible for stu- 
dents to have an appropriate voice in gov- 
ernance are less likely to have trouble. Solu- 
tions to legitimate pagblems and issues are 
not to be fourid in isolation but in structured 
dialogue, many times involving the whole g 
academic community.’’ 

The quotation is from An Orientation Man- 
ual for College Trustees by Ben C. Fisher, 
executive secretary of the SBC Education 
Commission. This. volume, now halfway 
through its third printing, is used also by 
several other denominations and certain pub- 
lic colleges. 

The Education Commission presently assists 
several Baptist state conventions in an an- 
nual trustee orientation conference. 


The Baptist Record 


515_Mississippi Street 
Jackson, Miss. 39201 
Joe T. Odle 
Joe Abrams 


Editor 

Associate Editor 
Anne McWilliams Editorial Associate 
William H. Sellers Bus. Manager 
Official Journal of The / 
MISSISSIPPI BAPTIST 
CONVENTION BOARD 
W. Douglhas Hudgins Executive Secretary 

; The Baptist Building 

Box 530; Jackson, Miss. 39205 

Baptist Record -Advisory Committee: Kelly Damp- 

eer, Charlestot;-G. O. Parker, Magee; Bob. Ramsay, 


Tupelo; Purser Hewitt, Jackson; Hardy Denham, New- 
ton. ° 


_ Subscription $3.00 a year payable in adyance. 
Published weekly except one week in July and one 


week in December. CONVE)D 
Second Class Postage paid at Jackson, Mississippi. sented h 
The Baptist Record is a member of the Southern thon int 

in 


Press and the Evangelical Press Association. 
\ 


Gwin T. Turner, pastor, Mar Vista First Church, Los Angeles, and 
former Mississippiah, presents motion on Broadman Bible Commen- 


tary. 


“STUDENTS SPEAK UP”: College students, given a slot on the South- 
ern Baptist Convention program, urged messengers tq increase sup- 
port of their efforts to reach students for Christ. 
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By Robert O’Brien 

PHILADELPHIA (BP) — Delegates 
to the 17th annual conference of the 
Southern Baptist Religious Education 
Association confronted a wide range 
of educational issues, heard a series 
of speakers and elected officers dur- 
ing a two - day meeting here. 


—John_K. Durst of Columbia, S. C., 
director of the Sunday School depart- 
ment of the South Carolina Baptist 
Convention, moved into the associa- 
tion’s presidency. He succeeded Joe 
Burnette, minister of education, First 
Baptist Church, Charlotte, N. C. 

Luke Williams, director of church 
activities, First Baptist Church, San 
Antonio, Tex., was named president- 
elect. ‘ 

Two vice - presidential slots went to 


initicesy 9 


Roger Skelton, professor at Golden | 


Gate Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Mill Valley, Calif., and Robert Ful 
bright, -supervisor of the children’s 
section of- the Sunday School depart- 
ment, Baptist Sunday School Board, 
Nashville. = 

William E. Young, children’s s e c- 
tion supervisor of the Sunday School 
Board’s church training department, 


c., 4 
Testament Interpretation, 


Educators: Elect 


was Te - elected secretary - treasurer. 

Several speakers urged the relig- 
ious educators to lead church mem- 
bers to convert spiritual power into 
direct action. 

“Compassion is more than a tingl- 
ing sensation in the gizzard — it’s 
something you do,” said Peter Rhea 
Jones, assistant professor of New 
Southert 
Baptist Theological Seminary, Louis- 
ville, Ky. 

Christians, he said, must assume 
personal responsibility for and sensi- 
tivity to the hurts of others. 

“But he noted-that-both ‘‘liberals’’ 
and ‘‘conservatives’’ avoid personal 


responsibility in different ways. 


“Liberals put it on a back burner 
and conservatives neutralize it.” 

He cited the controversial] My,.Lai 
massacre as an example of _liberal- 
conservative polarization. 

“The conservatives said (Lt. Wil-" 
liam) Calley was innocent of the 
massacre, excusing him because ‘war 
is helt.’ 

“The liberals used it to accost the 
system as the real culprit, saying ‘We 
all are* guilty.’ 


CONVENTION PAGEANT: A pageant depicting Baptist heritage was pre- 


sented hy the SBC Historical Commission during the denomination’s conven- 


tion in Philadelphia. 


. 


Banish Moral BlightIn America-Gr - . : 


(Continued From Page 1) 


said it was easy for a congregation to 
become preoccupied .with self. 


He charged that many Baptist 
churches have become like the fif- 
teenth century Roman Catholic 
Church, believing that the grace of 
God comes only through proper forms 
and at proper times. 


“Some people think God can act on-” 


ly at 11 Sunday morning and 7:30 Sun- 


day night,”’ he suggested. 

“We allow cultural, social and ra- 
cial walls to separate us from the lost 
people for whom Christ died. We have 
become creatures of comfort. 

Graham said the denomination 
needed a fresh experience with God, 
too. 

“It is possible for a great denomi- 
nation like this to be overtaken with 
old age. We can fall victim to the 
same hardening of institutional arter- 
ies, loss of creative vitality and de- 
tachment from the dynamic Spirit of 
God: which afflicts other denomina- 
tions. 

“TI believe the religious movements, 
like persons, seem to go through pe- 
riods of youthful excess, mature 
“strength, and senility.” 

In losing its vitality, the denomina- 
tion can mistake the forms through 
which its early strength was ex- 


- pressed for the Spirit which gave 


those forms life, Graham explained. 
“There is the danger that we sub- 


—-stitute-an-inteliectual-system-for-e-liv- 


ing faith, that we will hang on to 
dead forms of worship and evangelism 
rather than seeking for new and pow- 
erful instruments of communicating 
the faith.” 

Graham reminded the messengers 
that early Baptists led in developing 
many new forms of Christian expres- 
sion, of which the evangelistic meet- 
ing was one. . 

“What a contrast to many of our 
Baptist churches today! For example, 
if-a church drops an unproductive 
evening evangelistic service to spend 
more energy in new and effective 
forms of evangelism, many of our 


merfibers are sure that the church has . 


lost its faith.” 

Graham. asked “the messengers to 
take a look at what some other reli- 
gious groups are doing in the area of 
evangelism and missions because 
“they have much to teach us. 

““Many of the programs that are be- 


Durst 


“The liberal stance says bad sys- 
tems excuse bad conduct. Conserva- 
tives say bad situations excuse bad 
conduct,” Jones’ said. 

“Both: sides represent wooly think- 
ing,’’ he added. “If they are right we 
should throw out the court system in 
this country.” 

‘“‘What we must,have are more truly 
~converted_people—in—Southern Baptist 
churches and institutions,’’ said Carl 
E. Bates of Charlotte, outgoing SBC 
president. 

“Don’t you get tired of trying to 
make a_ fine omelet with ‘rotten 
eggs?’”’ Bates asked in reference to 
church members who have not = ac- 
cepted the leadership of Christ. 


“A casual or qualified commitment 


& 


“will not accomplish anything in at-. 


tempt to minister to the world.”’ 

James D. Williams, associate pro- 
fessor of aduit education at Southwest- 
tern Baptist. Theological Seminary, 
Fort Worth, urged his listeners to coen- 
duct educational programs ‘which re- 
tate-Christian faith to—world_p-ro b - 
lems.”’ 

‘Religion is mobile and God wants 
it put on the road,’’ he said. 

Two workers with youth subcultures 
urged the religious educators to open 
up—ereative ministries to young pee 
ple. 

“Hf you’re going to lead them, you 
have to get out there with them,” 
said Fenton Moorhead, minister to the 
“generation gap at First Baptist Chur- 
ch, West Palm Beach, Fla. 

Don Rhymes of the SBC Home Mis- 
sion Board, who formerly directed 
ministries to youthful drug abusers in 
Atlanta and New York, said: Chris- 

~ tians must be willing fo get involved 
with the-drug abusers at all levels of 
their need. 


It took the Prince of Heaven anc 
thaysands of years to recover what 
was lost in one moment of sin in Ed- 
en. 


— 


Many messengers each year fail to 


‘y 


ing utilized successfully in other 
Sroups could be adapted to the work 
of Southern Baptists. It just might be 
Possible that God is using somebody 
else to develop ideas Southern Baptists 
can use. It just might be possible God 
uses other people besides Southern 
Baptists even though this takes a 
great deal of humility on our part to 
admit it.’ 

Graham had just returned from Ire- 
land. He predicted that Ireland may 
have a great spiritual awakening. 
Stating that Irish hostilities are not 
basically religious but political and 
Social, he said Ireland needed to go to 
the mountain. ‘ 

As an example of the mo Sof 
God’s Spirit in the world today; Gra- 
ham cited the -instances of ‘president 
Richard M. Nixon attendirig a Bap- 
tist worship service while in Russia. 

“Who would have thought that the 
President of the United States would 
have, been seen in a Baptist church in 
Moscow singing ‘What a Friend We 


-Have In Jesus.’ 


On the light side, he added, ‘I’m 
Staying out of politics this year. . . if 
I can.” 

“I really am,”’ he insisted as laugh- 
ter swelled. ‘‘But I was thrilled with 
Nixon fot going, and I’m a registered 
Democrat.” 

Graham told the messengers they 
can expect some resistance from Satin 
when they begin taking the offensive 
in evangelism and missions. _ 

“We are now witnessing a great 


-spirituat- awakening in- America. We 


are also witnessing an intensification 
of Satanic power on a scale perhaps 
the nation has never known before: 
pornography, poverty, racism, prej- 
udice, bigotry, sexual immorality.” 

In his call to.action, Graham said 
Southern Baptists shouldn’t spend 
their time cursing the darkness but to 
light a candle until a spiritual fire can 
be seen throughout the world. 

“Let’s light a candle of renewed 
faith in the Scriptures and a new ded- 
ication to missions and evangelism 
that will cause the devil to tremble,”’ 
he said. 

Press Conference 

In a press conference earlier in the 
day of his message, Graham called 
President Nixon an effective, dynamic 
president who is doing some courage- 
ous things many other presidents 
weren't able to do. 

Referring to the President’s recent 
trips to China and Russia, Graham 
said President Nixon has upset all pre- 
dictions persons made at the begin- 
ning of his term of office. 

While acknowledging President Nix- 
on as a close personal friend, Graham 
said he hasn't always agreed with 
everything the Administration 
done. 

“If I do have a criticism, I would 
make it in private and not announce 
it in public. _ 

\ Asked about his stand on abortion, 
Graham reiterated he was against all 
“abortion except in the case of rape 

and the health of the mother. . 

“I do feel we have lots of old abor- 
tion laws that need to be revised.” 

Qn—the question of anti-semitism, 
Graham announced his total opposi- 
tion. He made this additional expla- 
nation: 

“Some rabbis are disturbed, and 
maybe confused, ‘by the number of 
young people accepting Jesus Christ 
and retaining Judaism.”’ 

Explaining his statement further, 
Graham said a vacuum has devel- 
oped in the Jewish community and 
the young people are turning to Jesus. 

Returning to his relationship with 
President Nixon, he discounted. the 
claimg he is a presidential advisor. 
“He (the Presiddent) doesn’t ask 
my advice on affairs of state. I’ve 
only seem him twice .this year. I do 
talk to -him-on—the—phone—once _in 
awhile.”’ 


Graham, who said he is ‘going to 


try. very hard to stay out of the politi- 
cal campaign’ declined to answer 
questions on state aid to non-public 
schools and school busing to achieve 
integration policies. 
. The evangelist said he preferred to 
leave these issues alone until after the 
presidential election in November. 
Graham said he had spent eight 
days in Ireland where he had met late 
at night with IRA leaders whose 


The total number of radio and tele- 
vision stations airing one or more 
programs produced and distributed by 
the Southern Baptist Radio and Tele- 
vision Commission has increased an 
additional 113 in 4972 to bring the to- 
tal number to a record 2,228. 


A boy is the only thing God can use 
to make,a man. 


“carry properly completed registration 


cards and they are required to appear before the Credentials Committee to 
receive their badges and voting cards. The above crowd is typical : 


a pee «othe ty mm 


has 


le 
names he was pledged to’ not reveal. 

He said, “One’ IRA leader talked 
for an hoyr before I opened my 
mouth. I learned a great deal which 
I am pledged to keep. I felt I was able 
to bear witness for Christ to them, 
and, I hope, a witness for peace.” 

Graham said he learned that the 
conflict in Ireland is not a religious 
war but goes far beyond religious is; 
sues. . ' 

Graham™said he felt the people of 
Ireland, both North and South, have 
the possibility of becoming a spiritual 
super power in the world. 

“They: have a religious foundation 
and faith in Ireland that’s tremend- 
ous.”’ : 

Graham said he was considering a 
crusade in Dublin, but meeting space 
is limited. ain 

The evangelist predicted a total 


call;for a cease fire.” 

In a second reference to the Presi~ 
dent’s trip, Graham said he favored 
President Nixon’s trips to Red China 
and Soviet’ Russia, because “‘we’re liv- “ 
ing in a brand new. world, . .one we 
no longer dominate.” 

“The President's goal is to keep the 
peace. His goal is to. get out of Viet- 
nam.‘When the North Vietnamese 
crossed the DMZ, he had to act fast 
to save another ‘Dunkirk.’ 

Graham said most major denomina- 
tions in America are going to engage 
in evangelism during Key 73, and he 
hopes Southern Baptists will cooper- 
ate in it.” 


. 


ay 
The Centurymen, pictured, sang during the-Heme Mi: 
program presented at the SBC. In the foreground is a part of the Phila- 
delphia Symphony Orchestra, which played for The Centurymen and 
also in several other sessions of the convention. 


Paimnistieh 


er Tarnoviski, director, WMu 


‘Jkranian Baptist Church Orchestra, Pet 
© Convention, Academy of Music. 


Music At. 
The SBC 


North American Baptist 
WomenToMeetInTorento 


Bratcher, translator for the American 
Bible Society, best known. for his work 
on Today's English Version of the 
New Testament (Good News for Mod- 
ern Man). 

In observance of the 20th anniver- 
sary of the founding of the N orth 
American Baptist Wcmen’s Union, ad- 
dresses will be brought by three form- 


TORONTO (BP) Mrs. Atinuke 
Bamijoko, past president of the Bap- 
tist Women’s Missionary Union of Ni- 
geria,—will head a lineup of speakers 
scheduled to address the North Amer- 
ican Baptist Women’s Union when it 
meets here, Oct. 17-19. 

Mrs. I. Judson Levy of Wolfvitte; 
Nova Scotia, president of the North 


American Baptist Women's Union, - er presidents: Mrs. Edgar Bates of 
announced plans for the program for Weston, Ontario, Mrs. Maurice B. 
the October meeting. Hodge of Porttand, Ore.; and, Miss 


Alma Hunt—of Birmingham, Ala. 

Representatives of each,of the 14 
organizations whith comprise the Un- 
ion will report on the work’ of their 
groups. 

Worship will be led by Mrs. Frank 
Wigginton of Philippi, W. Va.,_.long- 
time treasurer of the Union. ~ Music 
will be coordinated by Mrs. William 
Wright of Toronto, vice president of 
the Toronto Baptist Women’s Associa- 
tion and choir director for Renforth 
Baptist Church here. 

A committee headed by Mrs. Frank 
Taylor (277 Hillcrest Ave., Willow- 
dale 441, Ontario, Canada), is han- 
dling requests for réservations and 
hotel according to 
Mrs. Levy. 


An arm-— of—the—Baptist -Werld-Ad- 
liance, .the North American Baptist 
Women’s Union meets every five 
years between Baptist World Con- 
gresses. The sessions this year will 
be held at Yorkminster Park Baptist 
Church beginning the evening of Oct. 
14 and concluding at noon, Oct. 19. 

Mrs. Bamijoko will be the first 
major speaker in the opening session. 
A member of the Baptist World Al- 
liance Executive Committee, she is on 
the faculty of the Reagan Memorial 
Baptist Girls’ Secondary School of 
the Nigerian Baptist Convention 

Other major. speakers will be Mrs. 
R. L. Mathis of Waco, Tex., presi- 
dent of the Baptist World Atiance 
Women’s Department; and Robert G. 


accommodations, 


New missionaries were appointed during the meeting of the SBC. 


A 


Te, 
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- Nathes In 
- The News 


Rey. and Mrs. Stanley D. 
Stamps, missionaries to Ecua- 
dor, were scheduled to arrive in 
mid-May for furlough in the 
States. They were to be in Hills- 

, boro, Tex., until June 15, after 
which they may be addressed at 
921 Jackson Ave., Columbia, 
Miss. 39429. Stamps is a native 
of Prentiss, Miss. 


Charley Pride, one of the best 
selling country-western record- 
ing=artists in the music indus- 
try, will talk about his early life 
on a Mississippi farm, his base-* 
ball aspirations and his success 
in the music field when he ap- 

. pears as a special guest artist 
in the scrapbook -corner of 
“Country Crossroads,” SBC 
radio program. The Charley 
Pride segment of “Country 
Crossroads” will begin June 18 
and is expected to’continue for 

~ some six or eight weeks. ' 


ft Darrell Smith, son of Mr. and 
Mrs-Robert Smith, Delta City, 
surrendered to the gospel minis- 
try and was licensed at First 
Church, Delta City, June 11. He 
~ preached his first sermon on that 


William Carey College mathe- 
matics professor, Dr. Gaston 
Smith, has been. awarded a 
grant by the National Science 
Foundation to attend the 1972 
Cooperative Summer Seminar. 
The study is sponsored by the 
Mathematical Association of 
America and is a 6-week pro- 
gram for thirty college teachers 
from across the nation in the 
area of mathematics. Dr. Smith 
will be. accompanied to the sem- 
inar, June 19 - July 28,-at Wil- 
liams College, Williamstown, 
Massachusetts, by his wife and 
daughter. ) 


Everett Sollie has joined the 
staff of First Church, Marion, 
as youth and recreational direct- 
or for the sum- 
mer. A graduate 
of Clarke College 
and now a senior 
at Mobile Col- 
lege, he has serv- 
ed as minister of 


music in Leaf 
River Church 
and Westwood 


. Church in Merid- 
ian. Whilé.attending Mobile Col- 
lege, he is minister of music at 
Saraland Church, Saraland, Ala. 
During the summer he will be 
serving as youth and recreation- 
al director at Marion Church. 
He plans to study at New Orleans 
Seminary: Rev. Edsol Wells is 
pastor of First Church, Marion. 


John Allen Butler, pictured, a 
native of Laurel, was ordained 
to the Gospel 
ministry, Sun- 
day, June 4, at 
Briartlake 
» Church, Decatur, 
Georgia. Butler 
is a graduate of 
the University of 
Southern Missis- 
sippi and New 
Orleans Semi- 

nary. He is married to the for- 
_ mer Kathryne Jordan, daughter 

of the late Buck Jordan and Mrs. 
ents, Mr. and Mrs. B. E. But- 
ler, reside at Route 2, Taylors- 
ville, Mississippi. 


Robert L. Cargill of Shawnee, 
Okla., has been named Director 
of Financial Re- 
¥ sources for the 
7 Southern Ba p- 
tist Radio and 
Television Com- 
mission in Fort 
Worth. Former-__ 
ly Director of . 
Development for . 
Oklahoma’ Bap- 
tist . University, 


-— * 


Bobby Walker is-summer youth 
and activities director for First 
: i» Church,  Stark- 
ville. ‘Bobby, 
whose home is 
Jackson, Miss., 
is a graduate of 
Mississippi State 
University and 
has completed a 
three year term 
in the United 
‘ States Army. 
‘During the school months of the 
year he is attending Southwes- 
tern Seminary; While at Missis- - 
sippi State; he was-a B. S. U. 
summer missionary to Ohio and 
a summer youth director at First 
Church, West Point. Upon .com- » 
pleting Army Officers Candidate 
School, he received his commiss- 
ion as Lieutenant in August 1968. 
His journey included a tour in 
South Vietnam where he served 
as the youth director of the Eng- 
lish-speaking Trinity Chureh in 
Saigon, Vietnam, where he was 
ordained as a deacon and licen- 
ed to preach. On returning to the 
United States he was ordained 
to preach the Gospel by Park- 
way Church, Jackson. 


W. D. Lofton, of Brookhaven, 
serves as Mississippi member of 
the Southern Baptist Convention 
Education Commission, and will 
attend the annual meeting of thé 
Commission, June 19 at William 
Jewell College, Liberty, Mis- 
souri. He is a member of the 
Commission’s budget committee. 
The Commission is the official 
coordinator of information con- 
cerning the 72 Southern Baptist 


. 


higher educational institutions: 


Mr. and Mrs. Robert S. Erwin, 
missionaries to Brazil, have an- 
nounced the birth of their first 
child, Susan Deanna, May 9. 
Mrs. Erwin is the former Veron- 
ica (Ronnie) Wheeler of San- 
dersviHe, Miss: Both are former 
Southern Baptist missionary 
journeymen. Their overseas ad- 
dress is Caixa 679, 13100 Camp- 
inas, Sao Paulo,. Brazil. 


First Drive-In Ministry In State 
Started By First Church, Tupelo 


‘By Dwight Gentry 
Journal Staff Writer 
“The Tupelo Daily Journal 

The. theater r : w 
-Rours. earlier had \- 
dists” now proclai! ‘orship Ser- 
vices.” 

And indeed there were services. The 
pulpit was the back of a truck and ch- 
urch musie was a folk number with a 
‘guitar. The ushers directed traffic. 

The outdoor “‘church’’ at the Lee 
Drive-In is the first of its kind in the 

_state.Theservice _is_actually an_in- 


novation of an old idea by members . 


of the First Baptist Church. 

According to Billy T. Nimmons, pas- 
tor, the church undertook the project 
as an effort to ‘“‘minister to the com- 
munity” and to try to reach the ‘“‘un- 
churched” in Tupelo. 

“It’s not really so new,” said the 
softspoken native of Texas. ‘‘Even Jes- 
us preached the sermon on the mount 
and brush arbors used to be commor 
in the South.” 

First Baptist once had a tabernacle 
before all the services were.-moved 
indoors. 

But the new twist is aimed at per- 
sons who might be turned off by tra- 
ditional worship or even scared away 
from services by an impressive chur- 
ch building. 

Nimmons, who came to Tupelo in 
November, recounted how folks at his 
church decided to ‘‘let’s give it a try.”’ 

“I began grappling with the fact 
that each Sunday most of the people 
who come to church are Christians,” 
he said, ‘“‘We weren’t réaching very 
many others.” : 

He had also read of drive-in chur- 
ches in Florida and California. 

Then fate—or maybe even a higher 
power—took a hand one morning when 
he was driving ,to his office and he 
took a wrong turn. 

“J usually turn*on another street, 
but that morning I missed it and turn- 
ed on Robert E. Lee Drive,” he said, 
“T saw the drive-in movie. I didn’t 
even know it was there. It was just 
what we had been looking for.’’ 

Nimmons soon got in touch with 
Bernice and Frank Heard, owners of 
the theater, to talk about such a ser- 
vice. 

“Mr. Heard was real interested and 
offered to let us use the drive-in free;”’ 


he said. ‘‘He even told us hé would, 


buy any kind of special equipment or 
build a platform:” __ 
The Drive-In manager has had to 
buy only one microphone. 
“But that’s nothing,” 


Heard dis- 


‘ counts. “I’m .just glad*to~be able to’ 


_ be of some help.” 

He diso donates proceeds from the 
jes one night each year to the 
i” 's Club and to the Jaycees for use 
‘at the Girl Scout Hut. —~ 


‘ 


“> Meantime, as the proposal was in- 


( ‘some of: the members were 
eptical, Nimmons said. The church 
‘ kic! the idea around and by the 
dime they voted to make the drive-in 


- of their ministry, no one object- 


‘ a. 
.Teal-goal is to seek to reach 
who is disenchanted with the 
bd "4 


Pad 


DRIVE-IN CHURCH — Hoyt Bur- 
dick, president-elect of the student 
body at Tupelo High -School, provides 
speciai music at outdoor church serv- 
ices held each Sunday at the Lee 
Drive In: in Tupelo. In th background 
is Rev. Billy T. Nimmons, pastor of 
First Church, Tupelo. The services at 
8:30 a.m. are part of the ministry of 
First Baptist Church. 


church and traditional forms of wor- 
ship,”’ he said. 

And the 8:30 a.m. Sunday meetings 
are anything but traditional. 

The services by design are more in- 
formal. The music is mostly limited 
to solos and duets although a choir 
number is planned in a couple of 
weeks. The services usually last about 
30 minutes and no collection is so- 
licited. A person may remain for 
counseling and refreshments are avail- 
able after worship. 

“The first Sunday was very different 
for me to get up on the back of the 
truck,” he said. “It’s a known fact 
that the reaction of the audience af- 
fects the delivery of the preacher. 
It’s not as indirect as radio but you 
are still separated from the céngre- 
gation.”’ alee 

The congregation requires a little 
adjustment, he thinks. 

The third service was easier. 

He said the meetings do not re- 
quire much additional reparation on 
his part. The work is divided and 
members see to getting the truck in 
Place, handling the parking, and o- 
ther assorted chores. 

The management of the drive-in 
cleans up the lot before services. 

. The crowd was 35 cars Sunday. Most 
ofthe curiosity seekers are gone and 

~“itmany of cars had a number of: pas- 
sengers;«he said. In terms of atten- 
dance the services are a success, 
Nimmons claims. 

But the church is also getting other 
types of reaction. 

“We are very pleased with the re- 
sponse,”’ he said. 

“We had one man say he had not 
-been in church in seven years. He 
said he planned to start back to re- 
gular services after he visited the 
other Sunday. 

“Another man brought his 90-year- 
old miother who has poor hearing. She 
was able to hear with the speaker in 
the car. It’s very difficult for her to 


go to church and hear the sermon. We 
had not even figured on reaching this 
type person.”’ arate 

The young people are among ‘the 
most enthusiastic’ about te new mip- 
istry. “‘The biggest problem they have 
is getting up in time,” he joked. Rou- 
gh Saturday, night, I guest.” 

A number of tourists are getting the 
word about the meetings through an- 
nouncements in motels. The drive-in 
is also announcing the services every 
Saturday night.”~ “ 
_'The meetings will continue as long 
as weather permits—maybe as late 
as October, he said. 

The added expense for the 1,100 
member church is just the promotion- 
al matter they haye had printed for 
distribution. i ? 


Revival Dates 


j i 
First, Sumrall: July 23-28; Rev. 
Raleigh M. James, pastor of Oak- 
crest Church, ‘Baton Rouge, La., evan- 
gelist; 
ter of music, First Church, Purvis, 
singer; services at 11 a. m. and 7:30 
p. m. Sun., 7}30 p.m. Mon.-Fri.; Rev. 
George: D¢ Berger, pastor. 


First Church, Bude: June 25 - 3; 
-» Dr. Vernon Latrelle Stanfield, profes- 
sor of preaching at New Orleans Sem- 
inary, evangelist (Dr. Stanfield is an 
author, lecturer, teacher, pastor, edu- 
cator); services during the week at 
7:30 a.m. and 7:30 p.m.; Mickey Gen- 
try, minister of music and youth di- 
rector, singer; Rev. Ralph H. Scott, 
pastor. 


REVIVAL RESULTS 


Te 

Hanging Moss, Jackson: May 14-21; 
Dr. Robert H. Perry, pastor, evange- 
list; Gene Rester, minister of music 
and youth, song leader; 10 by letter: 
three for baptism; 30 on rededication 
and other commitments. 


First Church, Delta City: June 24; 
Rev. William ‘Scooter’ Spears, 
Greenville, evangelist; Paul Harper, 
Indianola, singer; Melinda Renfroe, 
Indianola, pianist; 15 rededications, 
one surrendering to ministry; Rev. 
Gerald Jones, pastor. 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 


RATE: 20c per word, $3.00 minimum. Cash with 
order except on contract advertising. 

name, address, zip code and phone number in 
word count. No blind ads. 
—_$_{_{_—_——_—_—_——_—_——————— 

FOR SALE 

Dodge School Bus—Seats, Glasses, Brakes, 
Clutch and Front-end in good condition. 


Completely rebuilt motor. Price $400. 


Phone: J. A. Lambuth—684-1710 or 684-6689 
ner 
FOR SALE 
1 Series F6400 Burroughs Accounting Ma. 
chine. Excellent Condition. Used 4 years 
under Service Warranty. Will sell fpr 
$250.00. Excettent buy for Small Business 
or Church, Call: The Baptist Record 

354-3704. 


‘ 


~ tion.v 


now — 


Rev. David Grimsley, minis- _ 


merviey_ toe ©”. Pastor Of Second. 


Largest SBC Church 


Enters’ Business 


LUBBOCK, Tex. (BP) — The pas- 
tor of the second largest church ia 
the Southern Baptist Convention, W. 
David Ray, will resign June 15 to re- 
enter private business. 

Ray, 38, has been pastor of the 
9,672 - member First Baptist Church 
of Lubbock since 1967. He will become- 
regional manager of Cosmetics Inter- 
national Corp., based in Amarillo, 
Tex. . 

Ray, in an interview, said he was 
not turning his back on his faith, and 
planned to continue to preach. ‘“‘I 
jrave-‘an’ absolutely open mind to 
going back into some phase of the 
ministry later,’”’ he said. ‘‘I’m not dis- 
appointed or disillusioned with the 
ministry.” 

He emphasized that there were no 
insurmountable problems in the Lub- 
bock church or in his ministry, but 
he felt that at this point in his life, 


“God was leading him back into secu- 


lar work. 


- Bethel ( Jones) 


On May 28, Bethel Church.in Jones 


County near Sandersville dedicated 


the new furniture in their church au- 
ditorium. They held a special Home- 
foming Day during which the pastor, 
Rev. W. O. Pippen, brought the morn- 
ing message. Lunch was Spread under 
the trees on the lawn, and food was 
enjoyed by a large number of former 
and present members. Pastor Pippen 
says, “‘The fellowship around the tab- 
les meant much to everyone. We ex- 
press heartfelt thanks to everyone 
who had a part in making our dream 


State Line To Celebrate 


Sunday, June 18, has been the day 
selected for the observation of the 
State Line Church Centennial Celebra- 


The day’s events will begin during 
the Sunday school hour at 10:00 a.m. 
Rev. .J I. Hil, a former pastor of the 
church, will bring the message at the 
11:00 a.m. worship hour. This service 


will be followed by a dinner on the 
grounds’ across the street from the 
church. At 1:30 p.m. the afternoon 
session will begin, including introduc- 
tion of and greetings from normer pas- . 
tors, reading of the history of the 
church, and nfusic by the choir. 


“‘All former pastors, members and 
friends of the church are urged to at- 
tend. Former choir members areiin- 
vited to come and participate in the 
singing of the—choir “for th days 
events,” states Dr. Jerry W,.Gill, pas- 
tor. 


“The State Line Church has _ re- 
corded an illustrious history in the one 
hundred years of its existence. Hun- 
dreds have been won to Christ through 
the ministry of the church. Significant’ 
contributions have been made to as- 
sociational, state, and convention - 
wide mission efforts. Many have re- 
sponded to the call to ministry and are 
serving in, various capacities 
ttiréughout’ the country. The church, 
throughout the years of its activity, 
has sought to maintain an active and 
effective ‘ministry to the surrounding 
community. The impact which this 


assembly has had upon the two can- 
not be adequately measured,”’ Dr. 
Gill continues. 

The State Line Church has occupied 


three edifices during-the—past—o-n-e— building of the new structure 


hundred years. Plans are now in the 
formative stages for the construction 
of a new sanctuary and educational 
building directly across the street 


Dedicates Fur 


i 
niture . 

come true, and for making the spe- 
cial day a success. 

“All pieces of church furniture — 
pews, pulpit, communion table, sedi- 
lia, offering plates, etc. were given by 
different families because of their 
love for God and their loving memory 
of deceased loved ones.”’ 

Afternoon services included congre- 
gational singing; a solo by the music 
director, Donald Gatlin; special songs 
by a group of Bethel young people; 
and “extra special” singing by_ 
Candler Blackburn and his youth 
choir from Petal - Harvey Church. 


Centennial 


from the present site. A special offer- 
ing will be taken during the afternoon 
session so that present and former 
members alike may participate in the 


A ‘cordial welcome. is extended to 
all interested persons to come and 
participate in the celebration of the 


State Line Centennial. = 


New Museak “L ightshine” 


To Be Presented June 16 


The Premiere performance in Mississippi of the new musical, “Lightshine,”’ 
by Buryl Red will be presented Friday night, June 16, 7:30, in Thomas Hall 
at William Carey College, Hattiesburg. The vocal group performing the mus- 
ical-will be made up of youth participating in the Youth Vocal and Choral 
Camp at William Carey this week. Dr. Red of New York will be directing 
the musical and the composer of the lyrics, Grace Hawthorne, also from 
New York, will stage it. The youth will be singing from manuscript copies, 
since the musical is not off the press yet. The public is invited to attend. 


“Home” Earns American Film Festival Award 
NEW YORK (BP)—‘‘Home,” a 30-minute documentary on ecology, has 


- received a blue ribbon (first place) award in the prestigious American Film 


Festival competition held here last week. 

The film is. produced by the Southern Baptist Radio and Television Com- 
mission for their “Human Dimension” television series. It won the award 
in the festival’s category. ‘‘The World We. Live In,” gone of five general cate- 


gories. ie : ‘ 
“The fact that the festival only awards one blue ribbon (for first place) 


and one red ribbon in each category makes it a coveted award by film 
makers,” observed John C.’ Stevens, who produced and directed the film for 
the Radio and Television Commission. . Se : 
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MEETINGS FROM 7 TO 9 P. M. 
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These meetings 


demonstrations of creative 


approaches to 


: discussed in GUIDING YOUTH. 


Sponsored by Sunday School 
and Church 


-W. .T. Douglas 
Norman Rodgers 


a . - in 


— 


YOUTH SKILLS LEADERSHIP WORKSHOP 


Janet Burton, Gullior of GUIDING YOUTH, 


will be the conference director. Mrs. Bur- | 


+ 


ton is a frequent faculty member at Glori- 
eta and has written numerous lessons and 


articles for youth workers. ~. 


PLACE 
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Jackson 
Greenwood 
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Members of Rocky Creek Church, 
Lucedale, have dedicated a new san- 
ctuary. Dr. John Barnes, pastor of 
Main | Street Church, Hattiesburg, 
brought the dedication message. Rev.- 
Horace Glass. delivered the dedicat- 
ion prayer and Pastor John Merck 
led the congregation of 650 in atten- 
dance in the dedication vows. 

The architect for the new sanctuary 
was James W. McClesky, Jr., of Hat- 
tiesburg. The contractor was Dicker- 
son Brothers of Lucedale. 

The*structure_is of Colonial design 
a throughout the exterior and interior~ 
The sanctuary has a large foyer with 
columns and a white planter in the 


"Rocky Creek Dedicates N 


center, It has oir capaci f£ 52, The ch 
a Stay tha? Seats fa anita Women? obetat ch 


ew Sanctuary 
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capacity of 650. The wall-to-wall car- 
peting is wine and the seats and backs 
of the pews are cushioned in wine up- 
holstery in white Colonial design. 


The membership of Rocky Creek 
Church has grown to nearly 800 mem- 
bers, with a Sunday School that ranks 
97th’ in average attendance in the 
state, and a Training Union that ranks 
67th in. the state. It is a completely 
rural church. 

The total cost of the new sanctuary 
was $215,000. The church moved into 
the sanctuary with an indebtedness of 
only $88,000..-The total-receipts of this 
church have grown from $30,000 to 
over $100,000 (this year) in four years. 
ch now has over $500,000 in 
fch ‘property’ valaé.* °° 


Sunday School Lesson: Life and Work 


At Antioch ‘They 


Acts 11:19-30 
By Bill Duncan 

It was in Antioch that the Chris- 
tians were first called Christians. The 
word, .‘‘Christian,’’ might have begun 
by being a_nickname. But, as in our 
lives, nicknames have a strange way 
of sticking with a person. It seems 
that the people of Antioch were fa- 
wt mous for way of 

~= jesting with people 
* by calling them nam- 
es. The new name 
- was well suited to 
>the movement _ that 
“) was rapidly growing. 
} The term is_basically 
Greek, expressing a 
Hebrew idea (Mes- 
siah) and its form 
(suffix) is Latin. It may reflect the 
transition from being a sect within 
Judiasm to becoming a_ separate 
moverment.-For-like- the term, _Chris- 
tian, the movement was becoming 
* universal in nature and character. The 
Christian took the name and made it 
a name which all the world knows. It 
was by the way the Christians lived 


that men came to respect the move- 
ment. 

Antioch became a new center for 
the Christians. It was here that the 
name Christian was given to the chur- 
ch. It was.here that the gospel was 
preached deliberately to the Gentiles. 
Jt was here that the first missionar- 
ies were sent out. This ¢hurch and 
eity became the home base ‘for Paul 
for a period of time. Therefore, Anti- 
och was a center of the Christian 
movement. 

The Bold Ones 

“One giant step for all mankind” 
could have been said for these from 
Cyprus and Cyrene who pioneered for 
Christ. These men who were.scattered 
by the persecution went to Antioch 
and deliberately, spontaneously and 
without. -waiting for an_ invitation, 
preached the gospel to the Gentiles. 
No one will ever know who they were 
except God who recorded their action 
in the Book of Life. 

This is what the church has always 
needed — people who will work and 
never care who gains the credit for 
it, just so the work is done. They were 


Author To Be In Mississippi For 


Mrs. Janet Burton, pictured, author 
of the wonderful book, Guiding Youth, 
will be in Mississippi, béginning June 
19, for a series of 
area Youth Leader- 
ship Skills Work- 
' shops. Each meeting 
will begin at 7 p.m. 
and close at 9 p.m. 

The dates and plac- 
es are as _ follows: 


Comb; June~ 20 — 
First, Gulfport; 
June 22 — First, Laurel; June 23 — 
First, Jackson, June 26 First, 
Greenwood; June 27 — First, Oxford; 
and June 29 — First, Starkville. 
These meetings are sponsored—-by 
the state Sunday School Department 
and the state Church Training Depart- 
ment, and’ are. for all of the adults 
who work with youth in the local 
church. The main thrust of this meet- 
ing will be on Creative Approaches to 


Youth Leadership Skills Workshops 


Group Learning. This is one of the 


topics so wéll ‘discussed in the b oo k= 


GUIDING YOUTH. Since this will be 
a workshop, there will be actual dem- 
onstration in the topics under discus- 
sion. 

Janet Burton is the wife of Jack C. 
Burton, pastor of First Baptist Chur- 
ch, Carlsbad, New Mexico. She at- 
tended Wheaton College and South- 
, western Seminary. She has served as 


June 19 — First,-Me-— curriculum writer for many youth 


periodicals, and has served numerous 
times on the faculty at Glorieta and 
other places. She also is the author 
of a véry fine book entitled; A Guide 
Book for Developing the Church Youth 
Program. 

Tom Douglas and Norman Rodgers, 
youth workers in the.Sunday School 
and Church Training Departments, ‘in- 
vite the youth workers in Mississippi 
to take advantage of this opportunity 
to hear and learn from one of the fin- 
est youth workers in the SBC. 


means 
of experiencing com- 
munion with -God. It 
foliows that the vi- 
tality of the devotion- 
al life will depend in 
large measure oh 
Christian’s fidelity in reading the 
Scriptures and engaging in prayer. 
We may add that the very essence of 
prayer is communion with God. The, 
passage which serves as the basis for 
this lesson is taken from the Sermon 
on the Mount. Jesus warned his dis- 
ciples against the danger of hypocri- 
sy in-prayer and then gave them the 
“model prayer.” Appropriately we 
call it the Lord’s Prayer because it 
was given to us by the Lord and be- 
cause it is the perfect example for 
the Christian’s prayer life. 

* The Lesson Explained 
IN THE SECRET PLACE (vv. 5-8) 

One may pray at anytime, at ahy 
place. But a Christian is not to pray 
to impress the public, not to gain re- 
putation for being religious, not to 
make-a-good impression of piety. Je- 
sus warned against the temptation to~ 
pray like the hypocrities. Their pray- 
ing was play - acting. It had no value 
for themselves or God. They got what 
they wanted: they were seen of men; 
that was their only reward. The fur- 
ther admonition of Jesus. that one 
withdraw to a secret place to pray 
was not meant to require complete se- 
clusion in prayer but to emphasize 
that one is to be concerned to meet 
God in prayer, not to be seen of-men. 
And the quiet place, free from obser- 
vation of interruption by other per- 
sons, is helpful for spiritual concen- 
tration. 

Jesus gave a further very pointed 
word of instruction. Prayer does not 
require repeating phrases, saying 
many words, or trying to make an im- 
pression on God. Such was charac- 
teristic of the prayer of pagans. Pray- 
er is not for the purpose of informing 
God or persuading God. Prayer is for. 
communion with God — to listen to 
him and to speak to him with sincerity 
the deepest thoughts of one’s inner- 
most being. 

GOD FIRST (vv. 9 - 16) 
“ow sublime thé Lord's “Prayer! 


brave and faithful men, like Christ in 
their concern for the lost. 

These men were bold to venture in- 
to the city of Antioch which was a 
byword for luxurious immorality. 
Barclay describes Antioch as a city 
of sport run mad, of betting, and 
gambling and _ night clubs. Antioch 
was most famous for the worship of 
Daphne whose temple was ‘near by 
that had sacred prostitutes. The 
Greek myth said that Daphne was a 
moral maid with whom Appollo ‘fell 
in love. ‘He pursued her and to save 
her Dephne was changed into a laurel 

ush. The priestesses of the temple 
reenacted this myth nightly in the 
laurel, groves with worshippers. 
Therefore the morals of Antioch were 
toose and lustful living. Yet it was in 
this. city that these bold ones made 
such a stride for Christianity. 

Against such moral conditions the 
Christians did stand out like diamonds 
in a coal bin |, Paine 3 

The* Wise One 

The leaders of Jerusalem got word 
of what was going on at Antioch and 
still being very cautious sent Barna- 
bas to investigate the happenings. The 
selection of this one was truly an act 
of love and grace. He had been open- 
minded toward Paul and open - heart- 
ed toward people in need. When he 
saw the Gentiles entering the fellow- 
ship he was glad. He even encourag- 
ed the converts. But the work needed 
a leader. So Barnabas sought Saul of 
Tarsus as one ideally suited for the 
ministry at Antioch. Calvin many 
years ago pointed out what reflects 
the greatness of Barnabas: Barnabas 
could have sought to retain the lead- 
ership, but he. brought Saul in to share 
the pre - eminence. Saul had been 
preparing himself and now the task 
for which he was destined was read» 
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he opening part reflects the Go d- 
Ward viewpoint. We are to pray, first 
all, with the concerns of God in 

. Properly, therefore, we address 
God as “Our Father,” claiming the 
vileges of coming to lm as the 
loving Father, acknowledging our de- 
and relationship as his chil- 

, recognizing also that.we are 
brothers to all who acknowledgehim 
as Father, and wanting that his name 
shall be hallowed everywhere, ‘that 
he himself shall be worshiped with 
adoration and praise. ‘“‘Thy kingdom 
tome” voices the earnest petition that 
God's sovereign rule shall come to 
fulfilment. That of course expresses 
& yearning that people increasingly 
shall acknowledge the rule of Christ 
by self - surrender to him and faithful 
Obedience to him. In keeping with this 
desire’ that God be_first in all things, 
we pray that his will may be done in 
all the earth as it is in heaven. God 
will the redsmption of a lost world. 
He wills that righteousness and jus- 
tice and peace shall fill the earth. He 
wills the sanctification of his people 
and their joy in the salvation of 

Christ. - 


PETITION FOR BLESSING (vv. 11 
15) . 

We bring our needs to 
We pray for daily bread. 
essary for our existence. We recog- - 
nize our dependence on God to enable 
us to have our daily necessities satis- 
fied, not on the basis of luxury but 
on the basis of health and wholesome 
living. Our spiritual needs are equal- 
ly important. We need the forgive- 
ness of our sins. We thus confess our 
sins and ask for his forgiveness. And, 
as we ask for forgiveness, we declare + 
our willingness to forgive those indebt- 


“ed to us, those who have wronged us. 


But we do not stop there: we recong- 

nize our weakness and pray that we 

may not be_overcome by temptation, 
that we may be: delivered from evil. 
Only with the help of the Lord can we 
resist the onslaughts of Satan, so that 
we earnestly pray for victory over 
the evil one. Jesus added an interpre- 
tation about fogiveness. If we are un- 
willing to forgive the wrongs com-. 
mitted against us, we have no right 
to ask for or to expect God’s forgive- 
ness of our trespasses against him. 
God cannot forgive the unrepentant. 


- Pastors’ Wives 


our.Father. énce will be held July 
Food.is ne¢-. New Orleans Seminary campus. — 


mons, discussions, library’ study, and © —— 


The Tenth Annual Past 


Features of the program will in 
clude studies in the Old Testament ~ 
and New Testament, lectures, ser- 


fellowship. By popular request, Mrs. 
Marjorie Rowden, director of public 
relations at William Carey College, 
will again lead the daily conference 
for pastors’ wives. 

Dr. Frank Stagg, James Buchanan © 
Harrison, Professor of New "Testa- 
ment Interpretation at Southern Sem- 
inary, Louisville, Ky., will lead the 
study in the New Testament each 
morning. 

Bringing the Old Testament studies 
each evening will be Dr. George Har- 
rison, professor of Old Testament and 
Hebrew at New Orleans Seminary. 
Dr. Jaroy Weber, pastor of Dauphin 
Way Baptist Church, Mobile, Ala., 
will bring the sermon each evening 
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Baptists are’ known as a Bi- 


ee 


ae 


| To Sing 


include cgncerts in the capital cities of 
ragiid, aiid “Mexico.-The choir will 


Bill Pharr, Minister of Music, 
and secular music, some of whic 
the group will be Dr. Charles Myers, 
will be preaching in many 


Were First’ Called “Christians és 


for him and Barnabus had the wis- 
dom to put him in charge of it. 
The Generous Ones 

The occasion of the famine in Pal- 
estine gave the church at Antioch the 
opportunity to show its Christian love. 
The prophet Agabus visited Jerusalem 
and announced that famine would 
come. The author of Acts does not 
give many details. But the point of 
the famine was the reaction by the 
Christfans in Antioch. They began to 
gather’ from what they had to share 
with the ones that were suffering. 
The gift by individuals was in pro- 
portion, to his resources. There was a 
fellowship between the great com- 
muniti¢s of Antioch and Jerusalem. 
The cdming of the Greeks into the 
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. NEED BAPTISTRY Or 
REPAIR LEAK . 
Contact 
Manufacturers & Designers of Fib- 
erglass for Church Baptistry or Re- 
pair Service. 
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TUPELO FIBERGLASS COMPANY 
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In Central America 


The AGAPE ensemble from Alta Woods Church (Jackson) Youth Cho 


is a portion of the group invited by the 
concert tour in Central America. The tour, scheduled June 18-July 3, will 


sing for churches, 
buildinngs, and-on.television. They will tour for‘two weeks and will stay pri- 


marily inn the homes of Central American families. Under the direction of 
the-choir’s program will include both sacred 
h will be sung in Spanish. Traveling with 


of the churches onthe .tour. 


A ; ble - believing people. This year, more 
than 300 radio stations in the United 
States will read one - minute Bible 
spots, thanks to the efforts of Bap- 
tists, working through their Southern 
Baptist Radio and. Television C om - 
mission: The spots, known as “Living 
Words of Today,” are read by John 
‘Borders of the Commission's “Pow-——— 
erline’”’ program. . 
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do Traditional _ 
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Honduras, Panama, Costa Rica, Nica- 
in schools, in public 


pastor of the Alta Woods-church, who 


fellowship had strained the fellowship 
but had not broken it. 

The first instinct s to help. This 
is the attitude that all the Christians 
must have if the church is to survive 
and be noticed. Selfishness is of the 
devil, but love is of God. The generous 
ones are those that are called Chris- 
tians. 
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“character which we should strive to emulate. He LOVED the Father and ex- 


— “I built a birdhouse according to 


Our Father... Hallowed Be Thy 


7% oF ae 

| OUO! 1, 
Name 
By Sarah A. Rouse, Faculty, MC £92 
After this manner therefore pray ye, Our Father which art in heaven, 


hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, 
’ as it is in heaven (Matthew 6:9-10. 


The familiar and much loved prayer, which Jesus gave to his disciples 
can be divided easily into two parts; the first is devoted to adoration of the 
Father, and the second to supplications by the déne praying. The emphasis 
here is on the first part; we too often ask favors of our 
heavenly Father and neglect to adore and; praise Him for 
the unmerited blessings which he showers upon us. é Hamblin of Tupelo at right. 

. Our observance of ‘father’s day’’ prompts us to rethink . 


certain abiding values. The most important of these is our . 
relationship to God, our heavenly Father, and another is the Convention 
Exhibits 


. function and responsibility of the earthly father in the home 

- and community, God, revealed in Jesus, is a Father who 

* loves and cares for us; at the same time, he has high 

standards for us and insists that we adhere to them. This in- 

: sistence is one of the means by which He expresses love 
and concern. The earthly father fulfills his role when he, too, performs in 
a similar manner. 

The dictionary defines ‘father’ to be ‘‘a man who creates, founds, or 
originates something-—a title of respect.” It defines ‘‘hallowed” as “made or 
set apart as being holy; to be honored, revered, and adored.” Jesus chose 
the title “father” to use in His prayer because to him it was the most appro- 
priate one with which to reveal the eternal God to man. 

God, the Father, expresses His love for us in many ways. The most 
important is the gift of His perfect Son who through His life and death made 
it possible for us to have the abundant life. In John 3:16, the apostle wrote, 
“For God so loved the world that he gave His only begotten Son, that whoso- 
ever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.’ And in 
Romans 6:23 Paul declares, ‘‘For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of 
God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.” For this precious gift, 

« we should sincerely praise and hallow His name. : 

Jesus is the model of perfection: toward which we all should strive. Some 
think the example a bit too difficult to follow; but man is made to reach up 
or to rise above the animal level. It is through the striving that we become 
more Christlike. If an earthly father, with his family; dedicates himself to 
follow Jesus, who symbolizes all of the qualities of God’ ideal man, the 
abundant life will be his — and only then. : % 

———€hristlikeness_demands that we conduct ourselves as nearly as possible 
‘as Jesus, the Christ, did. Let us briefly point up a few of the qualities of His 


The six seminaries of the SBC. 


pressed it more meaningfully by going to the cross—‘‘that the world may know 
that I Jove the Father. . . ."’ This perfect Son: could not and did COMMUNI- 
CATE well with His Father, in John 11:41-42 we read, ‘that thou has heard 
me. And I knew that thou hearest me always: .* ."’ Jesus was OBEDIENT 
to the wi of His Father; at the age of twelve, in the Temple while“talking 
with the learned men he said, ‘‘know ye not that I must be about my Fa- 
ther’s business.” In all that he:did, Jesus PLEASED the Father; at the occa- 
sion of His baptism the Father declared, ‘“‘This is my beloved Son in whom 
I am well PLEASED.” 

Dr. Rufus M. Jones, longtime professor of philosophy at Haverford Col- 
lege, tells in the last chapter of THE LUMINOUS TRAIL about overhearing 
his son, Lowell, and his playmates discussing what they wanted to be when 
they grew up. When Lowell’s turn came he said, ‘‘I want to grow up and be 

- @ man like my daddy.” Dr. Jones wrote that few things in his life touched 
him as did those words; he was inspired to dedicate himself more fully to 
Christ in order to be the kind of father after whom his son could justly pattern 
his life. Oh, that all of us were willing and wise enough to follow the pattern 
set by Jesus until we can sincerely say; “‘Thy kingdom come. Thy will be 
done in earth. . . .”’ Then it is that we truly hallow His name. 


American Bible Society exhibit. 
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. DALLAS (BP)—Four Texas Baptist churches won communications awards 

here at the first of an annual series of regionnal.church communications 
conferences sponsored by the church administration department of the 
Southern Baptist Sunday School Board. : 


Chaplain’s Commission exhibit. 


The Church Training Department's Mississippi College exhibit — Dr. and 
mobile lab — Dr. and Mrs. Robert Mrs. James Sullivan talk with Nor- 


man Gough, director of public infor- 
mation at MC. Dr. Sullivan, former. 
Mississippian, is executive secretary, 
BSSB. 


y 
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Pennsylvania — South Jersey ‘Conven- 
tion exhibit. 


Historical Commission Exhibit — At 
left is Dr. Fred Moseley, native of 
Mississippi and associate executive 
secretary, Home Mission Board. 


Accepts Call To 


Connecticut 


Off The 
Record 


Rev. Charles M. Conley, pastor of 
14 years in Mississippi, is leaving to 
enter pioneer mission work in Co n- 
necticut. A graduate 
Newman 


Double Trouble 


A catalogue ‘‘do-it-yourself’’ firm re- 
peived this letter from one of its cus- 
tomers: : 


your stupid plans, and not only is it 
much too big, but it keeps blowing out 
of the tree. Signed, Unhappy.” ~ 
The firm replied: ‘‘Dear Unhappy: 
We're sorry about that. We accidenta- 
lly sent you a sailboat, blueprint. But 
if you think you are unhappy, you 
ought to see the guy who came in last 
in the Yacht Club regatta in a leaky 
birdhouse.” 
—Tulsa World 


. The lady said to the tramp at the’ 


door: “Have you ever~been offered 
work?” , 

“Only ence lady,” the man said. 
“Aside from that, I’ve met with no- 
thing but kindness.”’ 


~~ supreme Innocence —— 

It shows you how uniformed I am. 
Everybody’s worrying: about the 
make - up of the Supreme Court. I 
didn’t even know they wore any. 


What Else! 

The boss was exasperated with his 
new secretary. She ignored the tele- 
phone when it rang. Finally he said: 
“You must answer the phone.” 

“OK,”’ she replied with disguest in 
her voice. ‘‘But it’s so silly. Nine 
times out of ten_it's-for you.” 


Well... 

Testing a Sunday school class, the 
minister asked, ‘‘What are the sins of 
omission, my child?"’ 

Little Joe replied, ‘‘They are the 
sins we ought to commit and don’t.’ 
Sunshine Magazine 


~ Belgian Baptists Increase 


‘Language Group Work 
BRUSSELS (BP) — Belgian Bap- 
tists will increase their witness among 


German - speaking and Dutch -speak- — 


ing citizens, according to announce- 


ments made during a meeting of the 


European Baptist Federation’s co m- 
mittee for Belgium. 

A lay missionary couple, Mr._ and 

Rainer “Alexander of Bochum, 


G any, will-move to:.Belgium and 


con Baptist work with’ -German- 
eak people in Eupen, near the 
border. 


ie rid 5 2 
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College 
ern Seminary, 
Conley served 
Church, Rosedale; 
Ist Church, Sardis; 
and his present pas- 
torate, North Mc- 
Comb. 

= He served as mod- 
erator for both Panola’ and Bolivar 
counties, and has been a member of 
the Board of Trustees for Baptist Chil- 
dren’s Village for seven years. 


He is going to the First Baptist 
Church of East Hartford, Conn. It 
was the first Southern Baptist Church 
in the state and has been the mother 
of several new churches in its 10-year 
history. Metropolitan Hartford is an 
area of 600,000 people. This is the only 
Southern Baptist .work in the area, 
and one of few evangelicals of any de- 
nomination. The church has 65 famil- 
ies in membership and. is most active 
in local and outreach ministries, such 
as ministries to the - deaf, nursing 
homes, coffee house, Spanish - speak- 
ing, and vacation Bible schools in 
many housing projects, etc. It is a 
most active young church: 


Mr. Conley requests the prayers of 
Christian friends in Mississippi as he 
goes to this challenging new work. 
His address will be: 24 Barry Lane, 
Glastonbury, Connecticut 06033. 
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Charter Member Honored 


Miss Belle Rimes, the only living 
charter member of the Tylertown Wo- 
man’s Missionary Union was honored 
on May 22, the day before her 92nd 
birthday, at Fellowship Hall of Tyler- 
town Church. 


Mrs. Clark Honea, President 
of Baptist Women, made a few re- 
marks, and Mrs. Helen Beckner pre- 
sented Miss Belle with an orchid cor- 
sade and a WMU pin in recognition of 
her work with the WMWU. ‘Mrs. C...0. 
Stogner, presented her with a~box of 
eandy, a gift from Miss Belle’s Sun- 


_ day School Class. 


Mrs. Beckner gave a review of the 
life of Miss Belle, pointing out the 
significant contribution she has made 
thé Missionary program of 

the church, to her church, and to the 
community in which she lives. 

“‘Miss Belle organized the first Sun- 
beam Band in. the church. She stiil 

attends church and WMU _ meetings 
when her health and the weather con- 
dition permits,’’ states Mrs. T. B. Ma- 
gee, Director, WMU, Tylertown Chur- 
~th. 


Trinity Church, Fulton, Begins Bus Ministry 


On May 21, Trinity Church, of Fulton, began a church bus ministry. This wory 
was begun after much prayer and consideration and the early results are 
very gratifying. The second Sunday the bus was used the number of rider, 
almost doubled andthe number continues to increase. The bus is a aa 
school bus which has been completely renovated with new motor, new paint 
and new..seats. It is now -in excellent conditionand—will be used for one 
portation to the church services as well as group trips. Pictured are the ted 


ministry personnel, Bus Committee, 


and the pastor, Rev. Horace C. Thomas. 


driver assistant driver. bus hotesses 


* from 


Memphis Choir To Sing 


At MC On June 19 


The “NEW LIFE SINGERS,” Sen- 
ior High Choir, of First Church,Mem- 
phis, Tennessee, will present “‘SHOW 
ME — JESUS” by Jimmy and Carol 
Owens at Miss. College in Nelson 
Hall atf8:00 p.m. on June 19. 

The ‘‘New Life Singers’”>began tour- 
ing ten years ago and have toured in 
eighteen states. Last year they pre- 
miered “‘Show Me — Jesus’ before 
11,000 people. a 
_ “Show Me — Jesus’’ is the story 
of Joey. Joey is a boy — any boy, 
any color, from anywhere — who has 
“a big, empty nothin’ ” right in the 
middle of his soul. 


DALLAS (BP) — Baylor Universi- 
ty Medical Center here and Miss Mar- 
jorie Saunders, its director of public 
relations, have received honor certifi- 
cates in the annual awards presenta- 
tion of the Freedoms Foundation, Val- 
ley Forge, Pa. 


Jackson’s “The 


The 75 high school and college stu- 
dents who comprise The Revelation 
of First’ Church, Jackson have gone 
to Europe. They will appear in con- 
certs and study groups proclaiming 
the Good‘ News. = 

The Revelation left Jackson on June 
9 for a two-week singing and mission 
tour to Germany, Switzerland, Eng- 


‘Jand and France. The young people 


will conduct vacation Bible school in 
three churches in Germany—Imman- 
uel Baptist Church, Weisbaden; Rhein 
Valley, Walldorf and Darmstadt Bap- 
tist at_Darmstadt. 

They will sing for the European Con- 
vention in Frankfurt, European Bap- 
tist Youth Rally in the chapel at Weis- 
baden Air Base, in addition to sever- 
al town hall concerts in various cities. 

Under the direction of Larry Black, 
minister of music at First Church, 
The Revelation will sing selections 
their recent production of 
“Love” and from last year’s presen- 
tation of Natural High.” The hand- 
bell ningers will also perform. 

The Revelation members have sung 
together for. months. Last summer, 
they toured se¥eral states in the mid- 
west and Canada. 

Black said, ‘“They 
God’s young people 
ther, .work together, play together, 
and pray together.” He emphasized 
that everyone who was going to Eur- 
ope had eompleted special training 
in personal witnessing and a course 
in conducting Bible school.’ 

From .the church staff, those mak- 


are a group of 
who sing toge- 


——¥inal-appreval_of_the_proposal_can-_ 


NASHVILLE--Church Music Confer- 
ences at Ridgecrest Baptist Assembly, 
June 29-July 5 and Glorieta Baptist 
Assembly, Glorieta, N. M., July 20-26 
will feature Jo Ann Shelton, two 
Christmas cantatas ‘and a musical- 
pulpit drama. 

* Theodore F. Adams, former pastor, 


Atlanta Baptist 
College And Mercer 
Merger Is Talked 


ATLANTA (BP) — A committee of 
the Atlanta Baptist Association execu- 
tive committee was called into se s- 
sion to discuss a proposal that Atlan- 
ta Baptist College be merged with 
Mercer University. 

Frank Stubbs, executive secretary 
of the association, said that the lia- 
ison committee with the college trus- 
tees would probably make a recom- 
mendation on the proposal at the July 
10 associational executive committee 
meeting. 

C. Douglas Jackson, pastor of East 
Point First Baptist Church, is liaison 
committee chairman. 

The proposed merger was approved 
by trustees of the two schools in 
joint sessidn at Atlanta Baptist C o1- 
lege May 30. The college is an At- 


Tanta Baptist Association institution, 


and Mercer is a Georgia Baptist Con- 
vention school. , 


not come until it is voted upon by the 
Georgia Baptist Convention in Savan- 
nah; Nov, 13-15. 

Stubbs, said he is not certain at this 
point whether the merger will be. sub- 
mitted to the full session of the At- 
lanta Baptist Association for imple- 
mentation. If so, the next association- 
al session will be Oct. 16-17. 

J. O. North, business manager at 
the college, said that at this point of- 
ficials of both schools ‘‘anticipate that 
merger will be consumated.” 

He said it is uncertain when the 
merger would go into effect after fi- 
nal approval is gained, but it is hoped 
it would be effective immediately. 


¢ During the. first-six_months_of the 
Southern Baptist Radio and Tele- 
vision Commission’s fiscal year, 52,- 
000 radio programs were duplicated 
and mailed to.stations in the United 
States. 


ChurchMusicConferences , 
‘Set At SBC- Assemblies 


First Baptist Church, Richmond, Va., 
will serve as pastor for the Ridgecrest 
conference. 

Dale Cowling, pastor, Second Bap- 
tist Church, Little Rock, Ark., will be, 
conference pastor at Glorieta. ‘ 

Conference choir director will be 
Warren M. Angell at both Ridgecrest 
and Glorieta conferences. 

Wesley Forbis, William Jewell we “ 


ieta. H. Max Smith, a dean of Honors 
College, Appalachian State University, 
Boone, N. C., will be Ridgecrest con- 
ference organist. . 

Max Lyall, .associate profes of 
music, Belmont College, Nashville, 
Tenn., will be pianist at the Ridge- 
crest conference. 

Other Ridgecrest program person- 
alities include Francis Aronoff, spec- 
ialist, music education" for children, 


_New Yory University and Gordon 


Young, noted American organist and 
composer. 

Jo Ann, Shelton will give a scared 
music concert at both assemblies. Al- 
so, “Celebrate Life,” a musical-pul- 
pit drama by Ragan Courtney and 
Buryl Red will be performed at both 
assemblies. < 


Golf Winners 


The winners — Huntsville’s Don 


Ware (left) and David Larrimore, 
right, of Tupelo, Miss. were tops in 
the A’ and B Championship Flights 


“respectively in the Alabama~ Baptist 


Invitational Golf Tournament. Pictur- 
ed with the winners is Dr. N. H. Mc- 
Crummen, president of Judson C o1- 
lege which sponsors the annual event. 


-..NEWS-BRIEFS.- 


Muskegon, Mich. — The Gospel Films, Inc. production “LIKE A MIGHTY 
ARMY,” the story of Dr. James Kennedy and the Coral Ridge Presbyterian 


Church of Ft. Lauderdale, Florida, has 


been released in Japanese. 


BIRMINGHAM—Mississippi residents will have a third opportunity for 


intensive mission action training June 26-28. This, the twelfth of fifteen re- 
gional mission actioh workshops, will ‘be held at Samford University, Bir- 
mingham. All kinds of mission, action ‘workers are invited. Pastors, church 
staff ‘members, WMU officers and léwders, and mission action group mem- 
bers are most likely to benefit from the program. 


FORT WORTH (BP)—Jimmie L. Nelson, pastor of First Baptist Church 
in Deer Park, Tex., has been named director of field education at South- 
western Baptist Theological Seminary here, President Robert E. Naylor 
announced. 


LITTLE ROCK (BP)A challenge gift of $100,000 to the Ouachita Baptist 
University Advancement Campaign in the Little Rock area was announced 
Tuesday by R. A. “Brick’’ Lile, a member of the campaign executive com- 
mittee. 

Lile said, however, that Ouachita Baptist University would get the $100,- 
000 challenge gift only if campaign workers bring in an additional $200,000 
in the Little Rock area. He added that an additional $25,000 would be given 
if the $200,000 is raised by July 6. 

About $460,000 has already been pledged in the campaign, which began 
here March 4. 


< 


Revelation” Sings In Europe ~ 


The group will return on June 23 
and_will_present-a-Homeeoming Con- 
cert in the church sanctuary on June 
25 at 7. p.m. 

NOTE: A tlephone call from one 
of the leaders Monday afternoon to 
Jackson revealed that the group 
had made the trip safely, were ail do- 


ing the tour are Dr. and Mrs. Larry . 
Rohrman; Mr. and-Mrs;-Lerry-Black; 
Derrell Murphree, Mrs. Gary Smith, 
Mrs. Tom Marshall and from the spon- 
sor group-Mr. and Mrs. Baldwin 
Lloyd, Mr. and Mrs. Byron K. Green, 
Mrs. Bill Herm, Dr. and Mrs. Jen- 
nings Vanlandingham, Dr. and Mrs. 


Marvin Jeter, Mr. and Mrs. Horace 
Lester Jr., Ralph Marble, and Dr. 
Curtis Caine, Jr. 


ing fine, and were ready to begin Va- 
cation Bible School work early Tues- 


day in Germany. 


CHANG! BAPTISTUHAPEL. 
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STOCRSELL B SEARS PASTOR 


Chapel Opened In Changi, Singapore 

Mr. and Mrs. Stockwell B. Sears, missionaries, have begun a chapel pro- 
gram which will include Bible classes and worship services in Singapore’s 
unchurched area of Changi. People of Chinese, Malaysian, Indian and Aus- 
tralian backgrounds populate the area. Islam and Buddhism are the primary 
religions. Mr. and Mrs. Sears, above, stand in front of the new chapel 
building. They rented_an empty corner. residence and cleared the front yard 
for parking. The living room serves as an auditorium and the three bed- 
rooms as Sunday School rooms.—Photo by Fon Scofield. 
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